
NOH 
FEC # 21-051 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Todd James Truax 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

 
TO:  Todd James Truax 
 26478 Doverstone St. 
 Bonita Springs, FL 34135 
  

 
Terry Miller 
1375 Jackson St Ste. 202 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING (IH)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 13, 2024 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 412 Knott Building, Pat Thomas Committee Room, 404 South 
Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items 
into the building and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
July 23, 2024 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Florida Elections Commission Meeting - Augut 13-14, 2024, 412 Knott Building 

• Please enter the Knott Building at the North entrance as indicated below. 
• Public parking is available at Kleman Plaza (entrance at West Jefferson Sreet/South 

Duval Street) and the R.A. Grey Building Garage (entrance at West St. Augustine 
Street/South Bronough Street). 



NOH 

FEC # 21-051 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 

 

In Re:   Todd James Truax 

___________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

 

 

TO:  Todd James Truax 

 26478 Doverstone St. 

 Bonita Springs, FL 34135 

  

 

Terry Miller 

1375 Jackson St Ste. 202 

Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 

 

 You are hereby notified that the previously scheduled hearing for May 14, 2024, is 

CANCELLED. It is anticipated that your case will be scheduled for a new hearing date to 

be determined as soon as possible.   

 

A Notice of Hearing will be mailed to you approximately 14 days prior to the new 

hearing date.  You may also wish to monitor our website at https://www.fec.state.fl.us/ 

for meeting announcements. 

 

 

         

 

 

 
Tim Vaccaro 

        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

May 13, 2024 

 

https://www.fec.state.fl.us/
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Todd James Truax 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

 
TO:  Todd James Truax 
 26478 Doverstone St. 
 Bonita Springs, FL 34135 
  

 
Terry Miller 
1375 Jackson St Ste. 202 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 14, 2024 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 412 Knott Building, Pat Thomas Committee Room, 404 South Monroe 
Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.   
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
April 26, 2024 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.













NOH 
FEC # 21-051 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Todd James Truax 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

 
TO:  Todd James Truax 
 26478 Doverstone St. 
 Bonita Springs, FL 34135 
  

 
Terry Miller 
1375 Jackson St Ste. 202 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION (PCD)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on February 7, 2024 at 12:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 402 South Monroe Street, 12 HOB, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building and plan to arrive early 
to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
January 19, 2024 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:  Todd James Truax      Case No.:  FEC 21-051 
_______________________________/ 
 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 
 

 Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(c), Florida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this 
written recommendation for disposition of the sworn complaint in this case recommending that 
there is probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(c), 
and 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, and no probable cause to charge Respondent with violating 
Sections 106.1405, and 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes. Based upon a thorough review of the 
Report of Investigation submitted on November 8, 2023, the following facts and law support this 
staff recommendation: 
 
 1. On February 1, 2021, the Florida Elections Commission (“Commission”) received 
a sworn complaint from Terry Miller (“Complainant”), alleging that Todd James Truax 
(“Respondent”) violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.  
 
 2. Respondent was a 2020 candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3. 
Respondent’s Statement of Candidate form (“DS-DE 84”) was filed on July 1, 2019. (ROI Exhibit 
2)1  
 
 3. By letter dated December 16, 2021, the Executive Director notified Respondent 
that Commission staff would investigate the following statutory provisions:  
 

Section 106.1405, Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate 
for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have used campaign 
funds on deposit in the Respondent’s campaign account for purposes 
other than those authorized by s. 106.1405, Florida Statutes, based 
upon reported expenditures during the 2020 M1 and 2020 G1 
reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint. 
 
Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have made 
or authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon reported expenditures during the 2020 
M1 and 2020 G1 reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint. 
 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate 
for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have certified the 

 
1 The Report of Investigation is referred to herein as “ROI.” 
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following campaign treasurer’s reports were true, correct, and 
complete when they were not, as alleged in the complaint: 

· 2019 M8 
· 2019 M9 
· 2019 M10 
· 2019 M11 
· 2019 M12 
· 2020 M1 
· 2020 M2 
· 2020 M4 
· 2020 P1 
· 2020 P4 
· 2020 G2 

 
Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have made 
or authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon reported expenditures during the 
following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint. 

· 2019 M8 
· 2019 M9 
· 2019 M10 
· 2019 M12 
· 2020 G7 

 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate 
for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have certified one or 
more campaign treasurer’s reports were true, correct, and complete 
when they were not, based upon an apparent deficit during the 2020 
G2 reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 
 
Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have failed 
to report one or more contributions required to be reported by 
Chapters 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit 
during the 2020 G2 reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 
 
Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have 
falsely reported or deliberately failed to include information in one 
or more campaign treasurer’s reports required by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 
reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 
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Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3, may have made 
or authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 
reporting period, as alleged in the complaint.  

 
4. On July 1, 2019, Respondent acknowledged that he had been provided access to 

read the requirements of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. (ROI Exhibit 2) Additionally, 
Respondent’s filing officer attested that she provided Respondent with Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes, and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook. (ROI Exhibit 3, pages 1 & 2) 

 
5.  On July 1, 2019, Respondent filed his Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 

Designation of Campaign Depository for Candidates form (“DS-DE 9”) appointing himself as 
treasurer for his campaign. (ROI Exhibit 1, page 1) On August 2, 2019, Respondent filed a 
subsequent DS-DE 9 appointing Carol J. Hedman as deputy treasurer for his campaign. (ROI 
Exhibit 1, page 2)  
 
EXPENDITURES WITH VAGUE OR INACCURATE PURPOSES 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes 

 
6. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by certifying 

that the campaign’s reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not. More specifically, 
Complainant alleged that Respondent failed to accurately disclose the purposes for 12 expenditures 
that took place during the following reporting periods: 2019 M8, 2019 M11, 2019 M12, 2020 M1, 
2020 M2, 2020 M4, 2020 P1, 2020 P4, and 2020 G2. See Compl., pp. 5-6. 
 

7. Under Section 106.07, Florida Statutes, a campaign treasurer’s report is required to 
contain all contributions received and all expenditures made during the reporting period. 
Additionally, Section 106.07(4)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that each report must also contain 
the full name, address, and occupation or description of business, together with the amount and 
date of such contributions, and the full name and address to whom expenditures have been made 
along with the amount, date, and purpose for said expenditures. 

 
8. On September 10, 2019, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M8 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 1) The report shows an expenditure to USPS for 
“promotional items.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 3) 

 
9. On December 9, 2019, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M11 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 19) The report shows an expenditure to Perkins 
for “advertising.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 21)  

 
10. On January 6, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M12 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 22) The report shows an expenditure to Metro 
Diner for “campaign expense.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 24)   
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11. On February 6, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 M1 Report was 
true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 25) The report shows an expenditure to Cuban 
Bakery and to The Mix Italian Grill for “advertising.” (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 27-28)  

 
12. On March 9, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 M2 Report was true, 

correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 29) The report shows an expenditure to Bonita Brunch 
for “advertising” and an expenditure to Office Depot for “campaign expense.” (ROI Exhibit 5, 
page 31)  
 

13. On May 11, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 M4 Report was true, 
correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 32) The report shows an expenditure to Mugs N Jugs 
for “advertising” and to Jotform for “electronic document.”  (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 34-35)  

 
14. On June 18, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 P1 Report was true, 

correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 37) The report shows an expenditure to Cracker Barrel 
for “advertising – lunch.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 40)  

 
15. On July 23, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 P4 Report was true, 

correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 44) The report shows an expenditure to Hudson’s 
Grocery for “advertising.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 46)  

 
16. On September 18, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 G2 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 54) The report shows an expenditure to Ragged 
Ass Saloon for “coalition.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 57)  

 
17. Respondent stated that the expenditures to restaurants were for “meet and greet” 

activities, and that the expenditure to USPS was for postage and the expenditure to Office Depot 
was for postcards. Respondent did not know what the expenditure to Jotform was made for. (ROI 
Exhibit 9, pages 2 & 3) 

 
18. Respondent stated that his filing officer guided his deputy treasurer on the 

classification of expenses. He stated that any treasurer’s reports that were incorrect were amended 
upon notice from his filing officer. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 2) 

 
19. Respondent’s filing officer’s records indicate that Cheryl Futch called 

Respondent’s deputy treasurer, Carol Hedman, to let her know that the expenditures with listed 
purposes of “campaign expenses” needed to be more descriptive and that she would have to correct 
and refile the report by its due date. (ROI Exhibit 3, page 4) 
 
 20. Respondent did not amend the reports to correct any of the expenditures at issue. 
(ROI, p. 6, ¶26) 
 
 21. Respondent’s bank records only reflect one of the expenditures; however, the others 
may have been paid for in cash withdrawn from the account. The records show a check to Office 
Depot with a memo stating, “Petition Copies.” (ROI Exhibit 7, page 33) 
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22. Commission staff requested that Respondent provide documentation identifying the 
purpose of the expenditures, but Respondent failed to provide the requested information. (ROI, p. 
6, ¶26) 

 
23. The campaign’s reports were incomplete as Respondent failed to accurately 

disclose the purpose for 12 expenditures. 
 

24. Respondent certified that the campaign’s 2019 M8, 2019 M11, 2019 M12, 2020 
M1, 2020 M2, 2020 M4, 2020 P1, 2020 P4, and 2020 G2 reports were true, correct, and complete 
when they were not.   
 
EXPENDITURES NOT MADE FOR PURPOSE OF INFLUENCING 
ELECTION/EXPENDITURES WITH VAGUE PURPOSE 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes 

 
25. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by certifying 

that the campaign’s reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not. More specifically, 
Complainant alleged that Respondent failed to accurately disclose the purposes for six 
expenditures that took place during the following reporting periods: 2019 M8, 2019 M9, 2019 
M10, 2019 M12, and 2020 G7. See Compl., pp. 3-5. 
 

26. Under Section 106.07, Florida Statutes, a campaign treasurer’s report is required to 
contain all contributions received and all expenditures made during the reporting period. 
Additionally, Section 106.07(4)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that each report must also contain 
the full name, address, and occupation or description of business, together with the amount and 
date of such contributions, and the full name and address to whom expenditures have been made 
along with the amount, date, and purpose for said expenditures. 

 
27. On September 10, 2019, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M8 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 1) The report shows an expenditure to Calusa 
Waterkeepers for “community service.”  (ROI Exhibit 5, page 3)  

 
28. On October 10, 2019, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M9 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 6) The report shows an expenditure to MADD 
TX for “adverti[s]ing.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 8)  

 
29. On November 8, 2019, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M10 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 13) The report shows an expenditure to Nations 
Assn. Charities for “campaign expense - charity.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 15)  

 
30. On January 6, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2019 M12 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 22) The report shows an expenditure to Rights 
of Nature CA for “campaign expense.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 24)  
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31. On October 30, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 G7 Report was 
true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 59) The report shows an expenditure to Harry 
Chapin Food Bank and an expenditure to Friendship Baptist Church for “contribution.” (ROI 
Exhibit 5, page 61)  

 
32. Respondent stated that the expenditure to Calusa Waterkeepers was for a 

community clean up event that he participated in, and that the expenditure to MADD TX was to 
participate in a 5K race where we wore his campaign shirt in order to advertise.  He stated that the 
expenditure to Nations Assn. Charities was to support mentoring and education programs and that 
other expenditures were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and 
breakfast/luncheon gatherings with local leaders. Respondent stated that the expenditures to the 
food bank and church were made to dispose of funds near the end of his campaign. (ROI Exhibit 
8, page 2; ROI Exhibit 9, page 2)  

 
33. The expenditures made to Calusa Waterkeepers for “community service,” Nations 

Assn. Charities for “campaign expense – charity,” and Rights of Nature CA for “campaign 
expense” are vague and result in a lack of transparency. The expenditure made to MADD TX for 
“adverti[s]ing” is sufficient. The expenditures made to Harry Chapin Food Bank and Friendship 
Baptist Church for “contribution” will not be considered as the letter finding legal sufficiency did 
not include a reference to the 2020 G7 reporting period.  
 

34. Respondent certified that the campaign’s 2019 M8, 2019 M10, and 2019 M12 
reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not, as Respondent failed to accurately 
disclose the purpose for three expenditures. 

 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes  

 
35. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by making 

or authorizing expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, with regard to six 
expenditures that took place during the following reporting periods: 2019 M8, 2019 M9, 2019 
M10, 2019 M12, and 2020 G7. See Compl., pp. 3-5. 
 

36. Complainant alleged that the expenditures made to Calusa Waterkeepers for 
“community service,” MADD TX for “advertising,” Nations Assn. Charities for “campaign 
expense – charity,” Rights of Nature CA for “campaign expense,” Harry Chapin Food Bank for 
“contribution,” and Friendship Baptist Church for “contribution” were not made for the purpose 
of influencing the results of the election and therefore, were prohibited expenditures. 

 
37.  Respondent stated that the expenditure to Calusa Waterkeepers was for a 

community clean up event that he participated in, and that the expenditure to MADD TX was to 
participate in a 5K race where we wore his campaign shirt in order to advertise.  He stated that the 
expenditure to Nations Assn. Charities was to support mentoring and education programs and that 
other expenditures were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and 
breakfast/luncheon gatherings with local leaders. He stated that the donations to charitable 
organizations were not made in exchange for endorsement or support. Respondent stated that the 
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expenditures to the food bank and church were made to dispose of funds near the end of his 
campaign. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 2; ROI Exhibit 9, page 2) 

 
38. Respondent provided a letter from Harry Chapin Food Bank of Southwest Florida 

thanking him for his gift of $250. The letter indicated that the funds would be used to help feed 
the hungry. (ROI Exhibit 10, page 18) 

 
39. Respondent’s bank records show checks for the expenditures to Nations Assn. 

Charities for “Rev. Suarez Event & Collaboratory,” Harry Chapin Food Bank for “Food for 
Distribution,” and Friendship Baptist Church for “Good Works.” The three checks were authorized 
prior to November of 2020. (ROI Exhibit 7, pages 19, 117, & 118) The records do not show check 
expenditures to Calusa Waterkeepers, MADD TX, or Rights of Nature CA. (ROI Exhibit 7) 

 
40. Respondent was eliminated as a candidate during the 2020 General Election held 

on November 3, 2020. (ROI, p. 4, ¶19) Respondent was required to dispose of the funds on deposit 
in his campaign account within 90 days after being eliminated as a candidate. See §§106.141(1), 
4(a), and 106.11(5), Fla. Stat. 

 
41. There is insufficient evidence showing that the expenditures to Calusa 

Waterkeepers, MADD TX, and Rights of Nature CA were made with campaign funds. The 
expenditure to Nations Assn. Charities appears to be proper based on the memo line of the check 
and Respondent’s explanation. See §106.08(5)(c)3., Fla. Stat. The expenditures to Harry Chapin 
Food Bank and Friendship Baptist Church were made for the purpose of disposing of campaign 
funds. The disposition of funds was premature as Respondent authorized the expenditures prior to 
being eliminated as a candidate. See §§106.141(1), 4(a), and 106.11(5), Fla. Stat. 
 

42. Respondent made or authorized expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes, on two occasions. The prohibited expenditures took place during the 2020 G7 reporting 
period. 
 
APPARENT DEFICIT BALANCE 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes  
 

43. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by making 
or authorizing expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. More specifically, 
Complainant alleged that Respondent authorized expenditures without sufficient funds on deposit 
during the 2020 G2 reporting period. See Compl., p. 6. 
 

44. Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, prohibits candidates from making or 
authorizing expenditures in violation of Section 106.11(4), Florida Statutes. Section 106.11(4), 
Florida Statutes, prohibits candidates from authorizing expenditures or signing checks drawn on 
the campaign account without sufficient funds on deposit in the campaign account. 
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45. The 2020 G2 reporting period ran from August 29, 2020, through September 11, 
2020. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 54) Respondent’s bank records show that Respondent had sufficient 
funds on deposit during the relevant reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 6, pages 19 & 21) 
 

46. It does not appear that Respondent made or authorized expenditures prohibited by 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, with regard to an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting 
period.  

 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes 

 
47. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by certifying 

that the campaign’s reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not based upon an 
apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period. See Compl., pp. 6-7. The reporting periods 
at issue begin with the 2020 G1 reporting period (from August 14, 2020) and end with the 2020 
G2 reporting period (through September 11, 2020). 

 
48. Under Section 106.07, Florida Statutes, a campaign treasurer’s report is required to 

contain all contributions received and all expenditures made during the reporting period. 
Additionally, Section 106.07(4)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that each report must also contain 
the full name, address, and occupation or description of business, together with the amount and 
date of such contributions, and the full name and address to whom expenditures have been made 
along with the amount, date, and purpose for said expenditures. 

 
49. On September 4, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 G1 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 47) The campaign’s report was incorrect as 
Respondent disclosed eight expenditures totaling $193.67 that were not supported by bank records. 
(ROI Exhibit 5, pages 49 & 50; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18 & 19; See ROI, p. 7, Table 1) 

 
50. On October 8, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s amended 2020 G1 Report 

was true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 51) The campaign’s amended report was 
incorrect as Respondent disclosed a contribution in the amount of $15,000 that was not supported 
by bank records. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 52; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18 & 19; See ROI, p. 7, Table 1) 

 
51. On September 18, 2020, Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 G2 Report was 

true, correct, and complete. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 54) The campaign’s report was incorrect as 
Respondent failed to disclose an expenditure in the amount of $13.59, misreported a $4 
expenditure, and disclosed six expenditures totaling $519.66 that were not supported by bank 
records. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 55-58; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18-21; See ROI, pp. 7 & 8, Table 1) 
 

52. Respondent certified that the campaign’s 2020 G1, amended 2020 G1, and 2020 
G2 reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not.   
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes 
 

53. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by failing to 
report contributions required to be reported by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an 
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apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period. See Compl., pp. 6-7. The reporting periods 
at issue begin with the 2020 G1 reporting period (from August 14, 2020) and end with the 2020 
G2 reporting period (through September 11, 2020). 
 
 54. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to 
ascertain whether any contributions were received during the relevant reporting periods which 
were not reported.  
 
 55. Commission staff’s investigation did not uncover any unreported contributions 
during the relevant reporting periods. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 47-58; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18-21; 
See ROI, pp. 7 & 8, Table 1) 
 
 56. It does not appear that Respondent failed to report contributions required to be 
reported by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes 

 
57. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by falsely 

reporting or deliberately failing to include information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, 
based upon an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period. See Compl., pp. 6-7. The 
reporting periods at issue begin with the 2020 G1 reporting period (from August 14, 2020) and 
end with the 2020 G2 reporting period (through September 11, 2020). 

 
58. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to 

ascertain whether any contributions were received, or expenditures were made during the relevant 
reporting periods which were not reported or falsely reported.  
 

59. An analysis of Respondent’s 2020 G1 Report and relevant bank records shows that 
Respondent disclosed eight expenditures totaling $193.67 that were not supported by bank records. 
(ROI Exhibit 5, pages 49 & 50; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18 & 19; See ROI, p. 7, Table 1) 

 
60. An analysis of Respondent’s amended 2020 G1 Report and relevant bank records 

shows that Respondent disclosed a contribution in the amount of $15,000 that was not supported 
by bank records. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 52; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18 & 19; See ROI, p. 7, Table 1) 

 
61. An analysis of Respondent’s 2020 G2 Report and relevant bank records shows that 

Respondent failed to disclose an expenditure in the amount of $13.59, misreported an expenditure 
in the amount of $4, and disclosed six expenditures totaling $519.66 that were not supported by 
bank records. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 55-58; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 18-21; See ROI, pp. 7 & 8, Table 
1) 
 

62. Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, requires candidates to report any contributions 
received and any expenditures made for the purpose of influencing the results of an election. 

 
63. Respondent falsely reported information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, 

on the campaign’s 2020 G1, amended 2020 G1, and 2020 G2 reports. Respondent deliberately 
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failed to include information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 2020 
G2 Report.  

 
EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.1405, Florida Statutes 
 

64. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by using 
funds on deposit in his campaign account to defray normal living expenses. More specifically, 
Complainant alleged that Respondent used campaign funds to pay for six educational expenses 
that benefitted him personally. See Compl., p. 3. 
 

65. Respondent’s 2020 M1 Report reflects three expenditures to FGCU for “tuition” 
and “university fees” totaling $3,400.42, an expenditure to FGCU Bookstore in the amount of 
$169.60 for “education,” and an expenditure to Parchment Docs in the amount of $3.50 for 
“transcripts.” The expenditures to FGCU listed the address for Florida Gulf Coast University. (ROI 
Exhibit 5, page 28)  

 
66. Respondent’s 2020 G1 Report reflects an expenditure to Publix in the amount of 

$2.67 for “education.” (ROI Exhibit 5, page 49) 
 

67. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository. 
Respondent’s bank records do not show any checks or debit transactions for the six expenditures 
at issue. (ROI Exhibit 6, page 6, 18 & 19) The bank records show cash withdrawals; however, 
none were in close proximity to the expenditures at issue. (ROI, p. 2, ¶8) It is unclear what funds 
were used to pay for the educational expenses. 

 
68. Respondent’s filing officer’s records reflect that Tammy Lipa spoke with 

Respondent’s deputy treasurer who inquired if Respondent could make campaign expenditures for 
three classes he was taking at FGCU. The deputy treasurer stated that the classes were to help 
Respondent be a better candidate/commissioner. Ms. Lipa stated that she could not answer the 
question as it was outside her purview. The records reflect that the deputy treasurer contacted Ms. 
Lipa on February 6, 2020, one month after the expenditures at issue were authorized. (ROI Exhibit 
3, page 5) 
 

69. Respondent stated that his campaign funds were not used for personal expenses. He 
stated that 80% of his campaign was self-funded and that the expenditures were attributable to 
courses in local government management, budgeting, human resources, and planning. He stated 
that the courses aided in his ability to prepare for office. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 2)  
 

70. It does not appear that Respondent used funds on deposit in his campaign account 
to defray normal living expenses as there is no evidence that the educational expenses were paid 
through the campaign account. 
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Alleged Violation: Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes  
 

71. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by making 
or authorizing expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, with regard to educational 
expenses. 
 

72. Based on the above analysis, it does not appear that Respondent used funds on 
deposit in his campaign account to defray normal living expenses as there is no evidence that the 
educational expenses were paid through the campaign account. Therefore, Respondent did not 
violate Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, by making or authorizing expenditures prohibited 
by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, with regard to educational expenses.  
 

73. “Probable Cause” is defined as reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by 
circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the offense charged. Schmitt v. State, 590 So. 2d 404, 409 (Fla. 1991). Probable cause 
exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] has reasonably trustworthy 
information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the conclusion that an 
offense has been committed. Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles v. Favino, 667 
So. 2d 305, 309 (Fla. 1st DCA 1995). 

 
74. The facts set forth above show that Respondent was a 2020 candidate for Lee 

County Commissioner, District 3. Respondent certified that the campaign’s 2019 M8, 2019 M10, 
2019 M11, 2019 M12, 2020 M1, 2020 M2, 2020 M4, 2020 P1, 2020 P4, 2020 G1, amended 2020 
G1, and 2020 G2 reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not. Respondent falsely 
reported information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 2020 G1, 
amended 2020 G1, and 2020 G2 reports. Respondent deliberately failed to include information 
required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 2020 G2 Report. Respondent made 
or authorized expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on two occasions. The 
prohibited expenditures took place during the 2020 G7 reporting period. 

 
75. It does not appear that Respondent made or authorized expenditures prohibited by 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, with regard to an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting 
period. It does not appear that Respondent failed to report contributions required to be reported by 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. It does not appear that Respondent used funds on deposit in his 
campaign account to defray normal living expenses as there is no evidence that the educational 
expenses were paid through the campaign account. Therefore, Respondent did not violate Section 
106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, by making or authorizing expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, with regard to educational expenses. 

 
Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find no 

probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Sections 106.1405, and 106.19(1)(b), 
Florida Statutes, and find probable cause to charge Respondent with violating the following:  
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Count 1: 
 

On or about September 10, 2019, Todd James Truax violated 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the 
campaign’s 2019 M8 Report was true, correct, and complete when 
it was not. 
 
Count 2: 

 
On or about November 8, 2019, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2019 M10 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 3: 

 
On or about December 9, 2019, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2019 M11 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 4: 

 
On or about January 6, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2019 M12 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 5: 

 
On or about February 6, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 M1 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 6: 

 
On or about March 9, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 M2 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 7: 

 
On or about May 11, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 M4 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
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Count 8: 
 

On or about June 18, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 P1 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 9: 

 
On or about July 23, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 P4 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 10: 

 
On or about September 4, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
2020 G1 Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 11: 

 
On or about October 8, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 
amended 2020 G1 Report was true, correct, and complete when it 
was not. 
 
Count 12: 

 
On or about September 18, 2020, Todd James Truax violated 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the 
campaign’s 2020 G2 Report was true, correct, and complete when it 
was not. 
 
Count 13: 
 
On or about September 4, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes, when he falsely reported information 
required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 2020 
G1 Report. 

 
Count 14: 
 
On or about October 8, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes, when he falsely reported information 
required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 
amended 2020 G1 Report. 
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Count 15: 
 
On or about September 18, 2020, Todd James Truax violated 
Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes, when he falsely reported and 
deliberately failed to include information required by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, on the campaign’s 2020 G2 Report. 
 
Count 16: 
 
On or about October 23, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, when he made or authorized an 
expenditure prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, during the 
2020 G7 reporting period.  
  
Count 17: 
 
On or about October 25, 2020, Todd James Truax violated Section 
106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, when he made or authorized an 
expenditure prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, during the 
2020 G7 reporting period.  

 
                        Respectfully submitted on January 5, 2024. 
               
  

_________________________________________ 
 Stephanie J. Cunningham 

General Counsel 
  

   I reviewed this Staff Recommendation this 5th day of January 2024. 
 
 

 
 
      ____________________________________ 

                                                               Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director  
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FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 

Report of Investigation for Apparent Deficit in Campaign Account 

Case Number:  FEC 21-051  Respondent:  Todd James Truax 
Respondent’s Atty:  N/A 

Complainant:  Terry Miller 
Complaint Filed:  February 1, 2021 

Respondent Type:  Candidate 
 
Additional Section(s):  106.1405 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, a candidate 
made or authorized one or more expenditure(s) 
prohibited by Chapter 106, F.S. 
 
Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), 
Florida Statutes, a candidate certified campaign 
treasurer report(s) as true, correct, and complete 
when they were not, failed to report contribution(s) 
required to be reported by Chapter 106, F.S., and 
falsely reported or deliberately failed to include all 
information required by Chapter 106, F.S., in 
campaign treasurer report(s). 

I.  Preliminary Information: 

1.  Respondent was a 2020 candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3; he was defeated in the 
general election held on November 3, 2020. Respondent was not a first-time candidate. 

2.  An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was 
filed with the Lee County Supervisor of Elections (SOE) on July 1, 2019.  Respondent was appointed campaign 
treasurer. On August 20, 2019, a second DS-DE 9 was filed with the SOE appointing Carol Hedman deputy 
campaign treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1. 

3.  Respondent filed a Statement of Candidate with the SOE on July 1, 2019, in which Respondent 
certified he had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, F.S.  To review 
the Statement of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 2. 

4.  In an affidavit, SOE staff attested that Respondent was provided copies of Chapter 104 and 106, 
F.S., and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook on August 20, 2019.  SOE staff further asserted, 
“In addition, publications are available on our website lee.vote even though a hardcopy was provided to Mr. 
Truax on 07/01/2019.”  With the affidavit, the SOE also provided their activity log memorializing discussions 
with Respondent and Ms. Hedman.  To review the affidavit and activity log, refer to Exhibit 3. 

5.  On July 1, 2019, SOE staff sent an email to Respondent; the subject was “CANDIDATE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.” In the email, Respondent was provided with log-in credentials for the Campaign 
Financial Reporting System (CFRS). SOE staff stated, “Each campaign treasurer’s report filed by means of the 
CFRS is considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer and such persons are subject to 
the provisions of Section 06.07(5), Florida Statutes.”  SOE staff further stated, “It is your responsibility to read, 
understand, and follow the requirements of Florida’s election laws. Therefore, please access at 
http://www.lee.vote, the Candidates tab, select the Candidate Online Packet for the office sought and print a 
copy of the following documents:  Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and Campaign Treasurer 
Handbook, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and The Election Laws of the State of Florida.”  To review the email, 
refer to Exhibit 4. 

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

http://www.lee.vote/
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II.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.1405 and 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: 

6. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by using campaign 
funds on deposit in the campaign account for purposes other than those authorized by Section 106.1405, F.S., 
and making or authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon 
reported expenditures during the 2020 M1 and 2020 G1 reporting periods. 

7. Specifically, Complainant listed the following six reported expenditures that allegedly amounted to 
using campaign funds to defray normal living expenses other than expenses actually incurred for transportation, 
meals, and lodging in the course of the campaign:  

· $169.60 to FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast University) Bookstore for “education” on January 3, 2020 
· $2,250.28 to FGCU for “tuition” on January 4, 2020 
· $1,120.14 to FGCU for “tuition” on January 7, 2020 
· $30.00 to FGCU for “university fees” on January 7, 2020 
· $3.50 to Parchment Docs for “transcripts” on January 7, 2020 
· $2.67 to Publix for “education” on August 20, 2020.  

The first five expenditures were disclosed in the 2020 M1 report, and the sixth was disclosed in the 2020 G1 
report.  To review the 2020 M1 and 2020 G1 reports, refer to Exhibit 5, pages 25-28 and 47-53. 

8. I subpoenaed bank records from the designated campaign depository. There were no records of the 
six expenditures at issue; no campaign account checks or debit items were paid to the order of these reported 
recipients.1 There were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, including: $50.00 on August 19, 2019; 
$200.00 on February 5, 2020; $200.00 on June 17, 2020; $300.00 on October 7, 2020; $100.00 on October 23, 
2020; $10,000.002 on November 9, 2020; $264.44 on November 13, 2020; and $1,025.00 on November 24, 
2020 (closing withdrawal). None of the cash withdrawals was in close proximity to any of the reported 
expenditures. To review bank statements, refer to Exhibit 6.  To review records of cash withdrawals, refer to 
Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review deposit items, withdrawal items, and campaign account checks, 
refer to Exhibit 7. 

9.  According to the SOE’s activity log, Ms. Hedman phoned SOE staff on February 6, 2020, which 
was after the expenditures to FGCU were reportedly made and the same day the 2020 M1 report was filed.  Ms. 
Hedman was noted to have asked if Respondent “could make a campaign expenditure for 3 classes he is taking 
at FGCU.  She stated these classes are to help him be a better candidate/commissioner.”  SOE staff answered 
by stating they could not answer that question as it was outside their purview. To review the activity log, refer 
to Exhibit 3, page 5. 

10.  In response to the complaint, Respondent stated “The allegations of use of funds to defray normal 
living expenses is laughable, in light of the fact, that 80% of my campaign was self-funded.  The expenses of 
tuition, books and transcripts are attributed to my courses at FGCU in local government management, 
budgeting, human resources, and planning.  These courses aided in my ability to prepare for the office I sought 
and debate local issues with proven solutions.”  Respondent asserted, “At no time were campaign funds used 
for personal expenses.”  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8. 

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 
1 I requested documentation of the reported expenditures from FGCU, but FGCU staff replied by informing me such 
records were protected under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. 
2 Complainant reportedly loaned himself over $30,000.00 during the campaign.  Refer to Exhibit 10, page 16. 
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11.  However, Respondent asserted in a telephonic interview that he used campaign funds for the 
graduate certificate program to make him a better candidate and a better commissioner, if elected, but he had no 
explanation for the reported expenditure to Publix for “education.” Since I was unable to locate campaign 
expenditures among the bank records, I asked Respondent if he was certain that he used campaign checks.  
Respondent confirmed but noted he used much of his own money for expenditures.3 To review the pertinent 
part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, page 3. 

12.  It is unclear what funds Respondent used to pay for these six reported expenditures related to 
educational costs, but there was no record of them occurring through the campaign depository. The 2020 M1 
report disclosed the first five expenditures, and it has not been amended. The 2020 G1 report disclosed the sixth 
expenditure; this report was amended, but the expenditure at issue was not revised or removed. Respondent did 
not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire campaign.  To 
review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11. 

III.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5) and 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: 

13. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one 
or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, and making or 
authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon reported 
expenditures during the following reporting period(s): 2019 M8, 2019 M9, 2019 M10, 2019 M12, and 2020 
G7. 

14. Specifically, Complainant took issue with the following six expenditures to “charitable 
organizations” and essentially alleged that based on the nature of the expenditure recipients and the stated 
expenditure purposes, they were not made for the purpose of influencing the results of the election:   

· $15.00 to Calusa Waterkeepers for “community service” on August 5, 2019 (2019 M8) 
· $80.00 to MADD TX for “advertising” on September 14, 2019 (2019 M9) 
· $50.00 to Nations Assn. Charities for “campaign expense - charity” on October 25, 2019 (2019 

M10) 
· $23.50 to Rights of Nature CA for “campaign expense” on December 1, 2019 (2019 M12) 
· $250.00 to Harry Chapin Food Bank for “contribution” on October 23, 2020 (2020 G7) 
· $100.00 to Friendship Baptist Church for “contribution” on October 25, 2020 (2020 G7).   

To review the reports on which these expenditures were disclosed, refer to Exhibit 5, pages 1-18, 22-24, and 
59-62. 

15. In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Charitable contributions were made to Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving which is headquartered in TX, but has local branches for events. The fee for 
participating in their annual 5K race where I wore my campaign T-shirt was classified as an advertising 
expense. The other donations were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and 
breakfast and luncheon gatherings with local leaders. Donations to The Food Bank and Baptist Church were 
made in disposition of funds at the end of the campaign…Donations to charitable organizations were not in 
exchange for endorsement or support.”  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8. 

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 
3 I requested that Respondent and his deputy campaign treasurer provide copies of documentation for these 
expenditures but neither provided such records.  To review my emails, refer to Exhibit 10. 
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16.  In a telephonic interview, Respondent explained that the Calusa Waterkeepers expenditure related 
to his participation at a “community cleanup event.”  He explained that the expenditure to MADD TX was his 
entry fee for a 5K run in which he participated and wore a campaign shirt.  Respondent indicated Nations 
Association Charities supports mentoring and educational programs in Florida.  When I noted that donations to 
charities such as the expenditures to the Food Bank and Baptist Church are typically made during the 
termination reporting period, Respondent stated he was trying to get rid of money near the end of the campaign 
and did not realize these expenditures may have been improper at the time they were made.  He asserted the 
expenditures were not made in exchange for political support.  To review the pertinent part of the phone log, 
refer to Exhibit 9, page 2. 

17.  I requested that Respondent provide documentation regarding the six reported expenditures to 
demonstrate whether any had a campaign-related purpose. The only document he provided that included any 
detail about the purpose of any of the expenditures at issue was a letter from Henry Chapin Food Bank thanking 
him for his $250.00 “gift,” which would be used to support their mission to feed the hungry. In his email 
attaching the Food Bank letter, Respondent referenced scanned “photos of events…and a brochure for a Calusa 
Water Keeper event I attended,” but none of these items were attached to his email.  I noted in two separate 
emails to Respondent that I did not receive these other documents, but Respondent has still not provided them.  
To review my emails to Respondent and the Food Bank letter, refer to Exhibit 10. 

18.   I subpoenaed and reviewed records from the designated campaign depository. There was no record 
of the expenditures reportedly made to Calusa Waterkeepers, MADD TX, and Rights of Nature CA. There 
were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, but none in proximity to these three expenditures except 
$50.00 on August 19, 2019.  I located campaign account checks for the other three expenditures at issue. Check 
#1004 in the amount of $50.00 to Nations Association Charities was dated October 25, 2019; “Rev. Suarez 
Event & Collaboratory” is written on the memo line of the check. Check #1044 in the amount of $250.00 to 
Harry Chapin Food Bank was dated October 23, 2020; “Food For Distribution” was written on the memo line 
of the check.  Check #1045 in the amount of $100.00 to Friendship Baptist Church was dated October 25, 2020; 
“Good Works” was written on the memo line of the check. To review bank statements, refer to Exhibit 6.  To 
review records of cash withdrawals, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review deposit items, 
withdrawal items, and campaign account checks, refer to Exhibit 7. To review the three campaign checks, refer 
to Exhibit 7, pages 19 and 117-118. 

19.  Respondent was defeated in the general election held on November 3, 2020.  All of these reported 
expenditures were made prior to that date. There was no record in the campaign depository for three of the 
reported expenditures, and though he explained these expenditures related to events at which he promoted his 
campaign, Respondent did not provide documentation showing there were campaign-related reasons for them. 
Respondent did not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire 
campaign.  The check to Nations Association Charities stated in its memo line that it related to an event, which 
aligns with Respondent’s explanation that some of these expenditures were for events. The checks to the Food 
Bank and Baptist Church appear to have been donations to those entities made prior to Respondent’s defeat in 
the general election. 

IV.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: 

20.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by certifying that one 
or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, based upon reported 
purposes of expenditures during the following reporting period(s): 2019 M8, 2019 M11, 2019 M12, 2020 M1, 
2020 M2, 2020 M4, 2020 P1, 2020 P4, and 2020 G2. 
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21.  Specifically, Complainant took issue with the stated purposes of the following 12 expenditures:   
· $112.50 to USPS for “promotional items” on August 5, 2019 (2019 M8) 
· $15.63 to Perkins for “advertising” on November 11, 2019 (2019 M11) 
· $37.00 to Metro Diner for “campaign expense” on December 17, 2019 (2019 M12) 
· $13.08 to The Mix Italian Grill for “advertising” on January 15, 2020 (2020 M1) 
· $16.87 to Cuban Bakery for “advertising” on January 28, 2020 (2020 M1) 
· $103.35 to Office Depot for “campaign expense” on February 24, 2020 (2020 M2) 
· $17.50 to Bonita Brunch for “advertising” on February 11, 2020 (2020 M2) 
· $39.00 to Jotform for “electronic document” on April 13, 2020 (2020 M4) 
· $6.38 to Mugs N Jugs for “advertising” on April 25, 2020 (2020 M4) 
· $40.25 to Cracker Barrel for “advertising – lunch” on June 12, 2020 (2020 P1) 
· $8.47 to Hudson’s Grocery for “advertising” on July 13, 2020 (2020 P4) 
· $24.46 to Ragged Ass Saloon for “coalition” on September 4, 2020 (2020 G2) 

To review the reports on which these expenditures were disclosed, refer to Exhibit 5, pages 1-5, 19-46, and 54-
58. 

22.  On May 11, 2020, SOE staff spoke with Respondent’s deputy campaign treasurer about adding 
more detail to expenditure purposes listed as “campaign expenses.”  To review the activity log, refer to Exhibit 
3, page 4. 

23.  In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Any entries in my campaign treasurer’s report 
which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.”  He also stated, “The complainant 
suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all 
receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections 
who guided her on the classification of expenses.”  However, as noted above, Ms. Hedman was Respondent’s 
appointed deputy campaign treasurer, but Respondent was his own appointed campaign treasurer. To review 
the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1.  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8. 

24.  In a telephonic interview, I reviewed each expenditure made to a restaurant or food service 
establishment, which included all but three of the expenditures at issue. Respondent explained the expenditures 
to restaurants were for “meet and greet” activities. Respondent stated the expenditures to USPS and Office 
Depot were for postage and postcards, respectively. He did not recall the expenditure to Jotform4 or why that 
expenditure was made. To review the pertinent part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, pages 2-3.  

25.  I reviewed the bank records of the designated campaign depository. There was no record of 
expenditures by campaign account check or electronic debit for any of these reported expenditures except the 
$103.35 expenditure to Office Depot on February 24, 2020. A “Pre-Authorized Payment” to Office Depot/Max 
in the amount of $103.35 referencing check #1010 was dated February 25, 2020. Check #1010 in the amount of 
$103.35 to Office Depot was dated February 24, 2020; “petition copies” was written on the memo line of the 
check. Bank statements show these checks were debited on February 26, 2020, and March 2, 2020.  On April 2, 
2020, an electronic/ACH credit for “office depot/max adjustment” in the amount of $103.35 relative to check 
#1010 was credited to the campaign account. This suggests that Respondent issued two payment instruments 
for this expenditure, and one was refunded. To review the bank records, refer to Exhibits 6 and 7.  To review 
records of the Office Depot expenditure, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 7-11, and Exhibit 7, pages 30 and 33. 

 
4 Jotform is an online application that allows the user to create custom online forms. 
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26.  There were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, some of which occurred in proximity to 
some of the other 11 expenditures at issue, including: $50.00 on August 19, 2019; $200.00 on February 5, 
2020; and $200.00 on June 17, 2020.  Therefore, some of these expenditures might have been paid in cash. I 
requested that Respondent provide documentation clearly identifying the purpose for each of these 
expenditures, but he did not provide such documentation. Though he has filed amended reports for some of 
these reports, Respondent has not revised any of the expenditures at issue. To review record of cash 
withdrawals, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review my emails to Respondent, refer to Exhibit 10.  
To review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11. 

27.  There was no record of 11 out of 12 of the expenditures at issue through the campaign account, 
though some of them could have been paid for in cash that was withdrawn from the campaign account.  
Respondent did not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire 
campaign. Nine of the expenditures at issue were reportedly made to restaurants or food service establishments. 
The reported purpose for six of these was “advertising,” one was “advertising – lunch,” one was “campaign 
expense,” and one was “coalition.” However, Respondent explained that the purpose for expenditures to 
restaurants related to “meet and greet” activities. The reported purpose of the expenditure to USPS was 
“promotional items,” but Respondent explained it was for postage. The reported purpose of the expenditure to 
Office Depot was “campaign expense,” but the memo on the check indicated it related to petition copies.  
Respondent did not recall the purpose of the expenditure to Jotform, which was stated as being for “electronic 
document.” 

V.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: 

28. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by making or 
authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. Specifically, Complainant 
essentially alleged that Respondent’s total reported contributions and expenditures to date showed an apparent 
deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 G2.   

29. I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository covering the following reporting 
period(s):  2020 G1 and 2020 G2. There were no instance(s) during that timeframe in which the campaign 
account balance was negative. To review the applicable bank records, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 18-21. 

VI.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: 

30. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one 
or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, failing to report one 
or more contribution(s), and falsely reporting or deliberately failing to include information in one or campaign 
treasurer report(s) due to an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 G2.   

31. I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository and compared them with 
campaign treasurer report(s) covering the following reporting periods:  2020 G1 and 2020 G2.5  The results of 
my review are reflected in the table below. To review the campaign treasurer report(s), refer to Exhibit 5, pages 
47-58.  To review the applicable bank records, refer to Exhibits 6, pages 18-21, and Exhibit 7, pages 66-78.  To 
review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11. 

 
THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 
5 The review was reflective of original reports filed and applicable bank records of deposits, debits, bank fees, and 
checks drawn on the campaign account, but it did not reflect activity associated with online contribution platforms 
where the investigation was unable to obtain records itemizing the sources of such contributions. 
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Table 1: Comparison of Campaign Treasurer Report(s) with Bank Records 

Report & 
Dates 

Due/Filed         

Reporting Period 
&                   

Document Filed 

Information on Report Information from Bank 

 

2020 G1 
9/4/20 
9/4/20 

 
 

8/14/20 – 8/28/20 
 

Report  
 
 

 
$31.60 expenditure to 
Speedway on 8/14/20 

 
$15,000.00 loan from 

Respondent on 8/18/206 
 

$31.89 expenditure to Circle K 
on 8/18/20 

 
$23.39 expenditure to Publix on 

8/18/20 
 

$40.00 expenditure to Starz 
Italian Restaurant on 8/20/20 

 
$2.67 expenditure to Publix on 

8/20/20 
 

$26.45 expenditure to Costco on 
8/21/20 

 
$13.97 expenditure to Norman 

Love on 8/26/20 
 
$23.70 expenditure to Costco on 

8/27/20 

 
No Record Found 

 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 

2020 G2 
9/18/20 
9/18/20 

 

8/29/20 – 9/11/20 
 

Report 

$28.60 expenditure to Costco on 
8/31/20 

 
Not Reported 

 
$24.46 expenditure to Ragged 

Ass Saloon on 9/4/20 

No Record Found 
 

$13.59 expenditure to 
ActBlueDonate on 9/3/20 

 
No Record Found 

 

 
6 This loan was added to an amended 2020 G1 report filed on 10/8/20.  Complainant specifically referenced the 
addition of this loan in his complaint narrative and noted that it was reported late. 
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Two $2.00 expenditures to Lee 

Service Center for tolls on 
9/3/20 and 9/5/20 

 
$30.00 expenditure to Circle K 

on 9/5/20 
 

$163.10 expenditure to Staples 
on 9/8/20 

 
$28.50 expenditure to Costco on 

9/9/20 
 

$245.00 expenditure to USPS 
on 9/10/20 

 
$4.00 expenditure to Lee Way 

Service Center for tolls on 
9/8/20 

 
No Record Found 

 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 
 

No Record Found 
 

32. In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Any entries in my campaign treasurer’s report 
which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.7”  He also stated, “The complainant 
suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all 
receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections 
who guided her on the classification of expenses.”  However, as noted above, Ms. Hedman was Respondent’s 
appointed deputy campaign treasurer, but Respondent was his own appointed campaign treasurer. To review 
the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1.  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8. 

33.  On October 21, 2020, SOE staff spoke with Respondent, who “asked if his campaign account was 
ok and I told him it was no longer in the negative.  He said that happened because he had forgotten to keep 
track of the personal funds he was using.”  To review the activity log, refer to Exhibit 3, page 4. 

34. In a telephonic interview, I asked Respondent about $15,000.00 loan reportedly received on August 
18, 2020, which he added to an amended 2020 G1 report filed on October 8, 2020.  This loan was not found in 
the bank records, but a $10,000.00 loan deposited on September 16, 2020, was found in the bank records.  
Respondent stated he did not recall when the loan was made and had no explanation for the difference between 
the reported and deposited amounts, though he stated the loan was made from personal funds.  To review the 
applicable bank records, refer to Exhibit 6, page 20, and Exhibit 7, pages 82-83.  To review the pertinent part of 
the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, page 3. 

SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR:  ____ Helen Hinson_________  Date:   ___November 8, 2023 
 

 
7 The 2020 G1 report was amended, but the only revision was addition of the $15,000.00 loan referenced in Table 1. 
The 2020 G2 report has not been amended. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF FILING OFFICER 
Case Number: FEC 21-051 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
County of Lee 

Cheryl Futch, being duly sworn, says: 

1. This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge. 

2. I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. I am currently 

employed by Lee County Supervisor of Elections as Qualifying Officer 

3. Please provide copies of the listed items from the following candidate' s campaign file: 
Todd James Truax. 

Check ITEM 
X Addendum requests and proof of compliance for the 2020 election campaign. 

X Calendar of Reporting Dates 

X The candidate ' s, campaign treasurers ' and deputy treasurer's acknowledgment whereby 

candidates and treasurers declare, under penalties of perjury, electronically filing a 

CTR is the same as signing the report under oath, and to have certified the correctness 

of the report in accordance with sections 106.07(5), or 106.29(2), Florida Statutes, as 

applicable, such as an Application and Acknowledgement of Electronic Filing 

Information form (if applicable). 

X Form(s) for all campaigns whereby candidate acknowledges receipt of instructions 

and/or campaign materials 

4. Please check each item provided to the candidate and list the date that the item was 
provided. 

Check ITEM DATE 

X Chapter 104, Florida Statutes 08/20/2019 

X Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 08/20/2019 

X Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook Please indicate 08/20/2019 

revision date. 09/11/19 & 10/03/19 

Other: 1 

1 Any local publications related to Florida 's election laws that may have been provided in lieu of or in addition to 

the Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook published by the Division of Elections. If your office published 

the item(s), please send a copy of the Table of Contents for a lengthy publication and copies of the item(s), if a 

small handout, with the affidavit. Please let me know if you have any questions . 
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5. Relative to Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the Candidate & Campaign Treasurer 
Handbook, how are these publications provided to the candidate? 

X Publications are given directly to the candidate. 

o Publications are available in the office; candidate is advised to pick-up the 
publications for themselves. 

o Candidate is advised to download copies of the publications from our website or 
the Division of Elections' website. 

o Other, please explain. In addition, publications are available on our website lee.vote 
even though a hardcopy was provided to Mr. Truax on 07/01/2019. 

6. Did your office2 offer any one-on-one candidate training, candidate workshops, campaign 
skills and/or training seminars prior to the 2020 electioni}les or N[)f yes, please list all one
on-one training, workshops and/or training seminars that were attended by the candidate along 
with the date of attendance. If the campaign treasurer attended for the candidate, list her/his name 
and position. If available, please attach a copy of any attendance sheets from the 
workshops/training seminars and if available, please provide a copy of the PowerPoint 
presentation, syllabus and/ or outline for the one-on-one training, workshops and/or seminars. 

No, none is offered. 

7. Does your office have any record of Todd James Truax having sought elective office 
within your jurisdiction prior to the 2020 election campaign?[i] Yes 01ONo. If yes, please list 
the previous office(s) <he/she> ran for, the date(s) of the election(s), and the result(s) of the 
election( s ). 

Todd Truax ran for Congressional District 19 in 2018. 

8. Does your office have any record of Todd James Truax having been named as a 
chairperson or campaign treasurer of a political committee or electioneering communication 
organization within your jurisdiction'Oes or @ If yes, please list the name(s) of the 
committees. 
No, to my knowledge he has not. 

2 If your county elections or ethics office offered candidate workshops, campaign skills and/or training seminars, 

please identify the office providing the workshops and/or seminars and provide copies of any notices that were sent 

to candidates within your jurisdiction. 
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9. Did you or any member of your staff have any conversations with Todd James Truax 
concerning a provision of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, at any time during <her/his> 2020 election 
campaign? Kas or NQ] If yes, please indicate whether the conversation was in person, in 
writing, or by telephone and the subject matter of the conversation. If applicable, please provide 
copies documenting the discussion (email, fax, letter, memorandum, notes, phone log, etc.). 

Several conversations occurred, please see attached. 

I SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATIO CONT Al ED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS COMPLETE AND 

ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 

Case investigator: HH 

Print or type full ame of Affiant in space above as it 
appears on her/his I.D. 

Sworn to ( or affirmed) and subscribed before me this 10th 

,~---;q.,;p>:~9--,1----7----------' 2022. 

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public 

... ,...,,. .... 
/~~-···~·-. SUNNAH SHAIKH 
h( ~ -\:} Commission # HH 256520 
'~~~~/ Expires April 24, 2026 

' •• 0Ff\: ••• ......... 

Personally Known,_.,_,,X __ or Produced Identification ___ _ 

Type of Identification Produced: _________ _ 
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Subject: Fwd: CANDIDATE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tammy Lipa <tlipa@lee.vote> 
Date: Mon, Jul 1, 2019, 3:06 PM 
Subject: CANDIDATE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
To: Todd Truax <doverstone26478@gmail.com> 
Cc: Cheryl Futch <cfutch@lee.vote> 

TOMMY DOYLE
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
PHYSICAL ADDRESS 

Melvin Morgan Constitutional Complex 
2480 Thompson Street,  3rd  Floor 

Fort Myers  FL  33901 

MAILING ADDRESS 
please send all correspondence to this address 

P O Box 2545 
Fort Myers  FL  33902-2545 

(239) LEE-VOTE (533-8683)
www.lee.vote

Fax 
(239) 533-6310

ACTIVE CANDIDATE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Date  July 1, 2019 

Candidate Name  TODD JAMES TRUAX 

Mailing Address  P O BOX 367193  

Office Sought  COUNTY COMMISSIONER  3 

City, State, Zip Code  BONITA SPRINGS  FL  34136 

DS-DE 9 Placed on File  07/01/2019 

Campaign Treasurer  TODD JAMES TRUAX  Deputy Treasurer 

Additional Deputy 
Treasurers 

First Report Due  8/12/2019  Report Type  19M7  Period 
Covered 

7/1/2019-
7/31/2019 

This will acknowledge receipt of your Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository.  Your name has 
been placed on the 2018 active candidate list. 

Campaign Treasurer's Reports 

Exhibit 4 (Page 1 of 3)



2

Indicated above, is the date your first campaign treasurer's report is due, the report type and the period covered by the report. All
candidates who file reports with the Lee County Supervisor of Elections are required to file by means of the Campaign Financial Reporting 
System, herein referred to as (CFRS). 

CFRS Log-in, Credentials and Personal Identification Numbers (PINs) 
Below is the web address to access the CFRS.  You will also receive this information by email. Once you have logged in using the initial
password, you will be immediately prompted to change it to a confidential sign-on. You, your campaign treasurer, and deputy treasurers
are responsible for protecting this password and PINS from disclosure and are responsible for all filings using these confidential
credentials, unless the Supervisor of Elections Office is notified that your credentials have been compromised. 

CFRS Website Address  https://www.voterfocus.com/ws/wscand/candidate_login.php?county=lee

User Identification Number    Password   

Personal Identification Numbers 
(PINs) 

       

Please continue to review important information about: 
Timely Filing, Electronic Receipts, Instructions and Assistance, and Responsibility. 

Timely     Filing 
All reports and waivers filed must be completed and filed through the CFRS before midnight (11:59 p.m.) of the due date. Reports not 
filed by before midnight (11:59 p.m.) of the due date are late filed and subject to the penalties in Section 106.07(8), Florida Statutes. In 
the event that the CFRS is inoperable on the due date, the report will be accepted as timely filed if filed before midnight (11:59 p.m.) of 
the first business day the CFRS becomes operable. No fine will be levied during the period the CFRS was inoperable. 

Any candidate failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 per day for the first 3 days late and,
thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period 
covered by the late report. However, for reports immediately preceding each primary and general election, the fine shall be $500 per day
for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 
Waivers do not constitute a report therefore if filed late it will be reported to the Florida Election Commission who will impose their own
penalties. 

Electronic Receipts 
The person submitting the report on the CFRS will be issued an electronic receipt indicating and verifying a report or waiver was filed. 
Each campaign treasurer's report filed by means of the CFRS is considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer 
and such persons are subject to the provisions of Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes.  Additionally, each candidate, campaign treasurer, 
deputy treasurer, committee chairman, organizational officer, principal officer, or individual receiving CFRS log-in, credentials and PINs 
will be required to submit a CFRS Affidavit with the Lee County Supervisor of Elections. 

Instructions, Assistance, Responsibility 
You will receive, by email, a CFRS instruction guide to assist with navigation, data entry, and submission of reports.  The Lee County 
Supervisor of Elections, Qualifying Department also provides support for all CFRS users.  Contact the Qualifying Department, if you
require assistance. 

All necessary publications are available on the Lee County Supervisor of Elections website at https://www.lee.vote. 

It is your responsibility to read, understand, and follow the requirements of Florida's election laws.  Therefore, please access 
at https://www.lee.vote, the Candidates tab, select the Candidate Online Packet for the office sought and print a copy of the
following documents: Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, Calendar of
Reporting Dates, and The Election Laws of the State of Florida. 

Do not hesitate to contact us if you need additional information. 
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Qualifying Officer  Cheryl Futch  Direct  239-533-6311 Email  cfutch@lee.vote

Administration Support Specialist  Tammy Lipa  Direct  239-533-6329 Email  tlipa@lee.vote

Tammy Lipa 
Administration Support Specialist 
Post Office Box 2545 
Fort Myers, FL  33902-2545 

Main Number:  239-533-8683 

Direct Number:  239-533-6329  

tlipa@lee.vote 

Visit our website:  www.lee.vote 

Under Florida law, email addresses are public records.  If you do not want your  
email address released in response to a public-records request, do not send  
electronic email to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. 
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1 Attachment

Molly,

  Let me know if you need further information or clarification.

Thanks,

Todd Truax MSSA, NHA
Candidate for Lee County Board of County Commissioners, District 3
Cell phone:  239-994-6872

Case No. FEC 21-051Todd James Truax to: fec@myfloridalegal.com 02/17/2021 02:07 PM
Cc: "carolhedman@hotmail.com", "Charlie Flores"
From: "Todd James Truax" <todd@toddtruax.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "carolhedman@hotmail.com" <carolhedman@hotmail.com>, "Charlie Flores" 
<flores614@comcast.net>

Complaint Response February 2021.docx

Page 1 of 1
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Todd Truax 
Candidate for Lee County Commission, District 3 
26478 Doverstone Street 
Bonita Springs, FL  34135 

 
         February 17, 2021 
 

Florida Elections Commission 
Attn:  Molly Donovan 
107 W Gaines St #224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1050 
 
RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21-051 
 
 
Dear, Ms. Donovan, 
 
    Please accept this response to your notice I received Saturday, February 6, 2021.  Your letter 
indicates a complaint filed by my opponent’s campaign manager alleging violations of Florida 
election laws.   The complainant suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol 
Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She 
amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections who guided her on the 
classification of expenses. 
 
  The allegations of use of funds to defray normal living expenses is laughable, in light of the 
fact, that 80% of my campaign was self-funded.  The expenses of tuition, books and transcripts 
are attributed to my courses at FGCU in local government management, budgeting, human 
resources and planning.  These courses aided in my ability to prepare for the office I sought 
and debate local issues with proven solutions. 
 
  Charitable contributions were made to Mothers Against Drunk Driving which is headquartered 
in TX, but has local branches for events.  The fee for participating in their annual 5K race where 
I wore my campaign T-Shirt was classified as an advertising expense.  The other donations 
were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and breakfast and 
luncheon gatherings with local leaders.  Donations to The Food Bank and Baptist Church were 
made in disposition of funds at the end of the campaign. 
 
  At no time were campaign funds used for personal expenses.  Donations to charitable 
organizations were not in exchange for endorsement or support.  Any entries in my campaign 
treasurer’s report which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.  
 
  All the best, 
 
 
  Todd Truax 
  Candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3  
  Cell: (239) 994-6872 
  Email:  todd@toddtruax.com 
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Phone Log (06/21) 

FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

Respondent:  Todd James Truax 
Complainant:  Terry Miller 

1. Date and time:  Wednesday, May 4, 2022; 10:35 a.m.
Name:  Truist (Financial)
Phone #:  252-246-2000, option 3
Summary:  I called to check the status of the SDT that was sent to registered agent,
Corporation Service Company in Tallahassee, by certified mail on or about March 7, 2022;
USPS Tracking indicated it was picked up at USPS facility on March 30, 2022.  After
hearing the instructions for messages, I left message with my name, email address, phone
number and noted I was calling to check status of SDT # 21-051-009.
Entered by:  HH

2. Date and time:  Thursday, May 5, 2022; 4:20 p.m.
Name:   Truist
Phone #:  252-246-2000, option 3 (SDTs & legal orders, Truist Fulfillment Services)
Summary:  I called, reached the voice-mailbox, I left message with my name with spelling,
title and agency, email address with careful spelling two times, and noted I called yesterday
morning and have not been contacted.
Entered by:  HH

3. Date and time:  Tuesday, August 16, 2022; 3:45 p.m.
Name:  Sandy Zablackkas, Legal Assistant to FGCU General Counsel
Phone #:  239-745-4427
Summary:  I called the University, Office of the Registrar, identified myself, explained I
would like to obtain copies of payments for tuition made by (Respondent); woman answering
the phone said she would transfer my call to General Counsel’s office.  I identified myself,
explained my request to Ms. Zablackkas; she said she would let me now as soon as possible;
I provided my email address and said she can reach me at this phone number.
Entered by:  HH

4. Date and time:  Friday, August 19, 2022; 5:41 p.m.; 42:22
Name:  Todd James Truax
Phone #:  239-994-6872
Summary:  I called Respondent, identified myself, explained that I’ve called and sent emails
to him before regarding this case.  Respondent asked which email address(es) I used to reach
him; I noted I used both email addresses he provided during his campaign including the
email address he identified on the DS-DE 9, and the email address he used to respond to
notice of the complaint.  He said he doesn’t use the campaign email with his home address,
doverstone26478@gmail.com, nor does he regularly check the email address
todd@toddtruax.com.  He noted he currently has about 300 emails he needs to check.
Respondent said he works as a nursing home administrator and stays 2.5 hrs. away from
home & drives home on weekends to his family & to do laundry.  I explained that we had a
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Commission meeting earlier this week, on Tuesday, August 16, 2022; he may review the 
Commission meetings online on the Florida Channel as the public session(s) are recorded; 
earlier Commission meetings are available in the Florida Channel archive for viewing; he 
will see the Commissioners discussing cases before them in informal hearings and making 
decisions in cases, imposing fines/civil penalties, etc., so he may better understand how the 
Commission conducts the hearing of a case.  I noted the confidential hearings for NPC/PC 
determinations are not available for review on the Florida Channel.   
 
Respondent asked if we received his earlier response; I confirmed we did, however, he didn’t 
adequately address all the specific issues I am investigating as identified in Mr. Vaccaro’s 
LS letter dated December 16, 2021.  I reviewed same with him.  Respondent asked if it helps 
his cause since he self-funded about 80% of his campaign, about $50,000; I said I am unable 
to advise him as I am not an attorney; however, he should provide any information he deems 
relevant to the current issues I’m investigating.  Respondent said Complainant filed the 
complaint after his opponent for whom Complainant was campaign manager had defeated 
him and he feels he’s been kicked after he’s knocked down.  I noted most complaints are 
politically motivated but must allege violations that are reviewed by staff and determined to 
be LS by Mr. Vaccaro before a case is investigated; Respondent confirmed he has mailings 
from this office (he also confirmed receipt of notice of complaint from Molly Donavan) and 
I referred him to our E.D.’s LS ltr dated December 16, 2021, which identifies the sections 
of law I am investigating and I am identified as the investigator.  Respondent said his 
campaign treasurer (Carol Hedman is in her late 80s) had a stroke and perhaps her husband 
can access her computer to obtain additional information he needs to respond.  Respondent 
said he ran for Congress in 2018, Ms. Hedman was his treasurer for that election campaign, 
there were no issues with his CTRs at that time, and he saw no reason to not accept her 
services as treasurer during his 2020 election campaign.   
 
I reviewed the charities/non-profits at issue with Respondent and requested copies of flyers, 
photographs of his participation in events, thank-you notes from the charities, etc., to identify 
the charity and/or verify his participation; Respondent said all that information about the 
charities, related events and his participation were posted on his campaign Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., accounts.  He said he just found the Calusa Waterkeepers (environmental 
group) flier on his desk as he was talking to me, he explained it was a community cleanup 
event for the Calusa River in which he participated and he will look for additional 
information as he kept all receipts, etc.; I agreed to forward my most recent email indicating 
the specific charities/non-profits, vendors, restaurants, etc., that are identified in his CTRs 
that are at issue in my investigation which I did while on the phone.  Respondent said the 
expenditure to MADD TX was an entry fee for a 5K run where he participated and wore a 
campaign t-shirt; Nations Association Charities to support mentoring and educational 
programs—charity in SW Florida.  I suggested the donations to the food bank and Church 
should have been made in the 90-day reporting period after the election identified as the TR; 
he said he was trying to get rid of money near the end of the campaign, he did not realize 
these were improper and they were not used in exchange for political support.   
 
I identified the expenditures to restaurants; Respondent said the expenditures to restaurants 
were for “meet and greet” activities; I continued my review of each expenditure at issue and 
indicated how each was inadequately identified as advertising or campaign expense, etc., in 
his CTRs and did not provide a clear purpose.  Respondent said expenditures to USPS and 
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Office Depot were for postage and postcards, respectively; Respondent noted he used a lot 
of campaign postcards.  Respondent did not recall the expenditure to Jotform or why it was 
made.   
 
I explained to Respondent that the tuition, books, and fees to FGCU for a graduate certificate 
program (Local Government Management Certificate) were also being investigated as 
allegedly used to defray normal living expenses rather than to influence the results of his 
election.  He said he used campaign funds for the graduate certificate program to make him 
a better candidate and a better commissioner, if elected.  Since I was unable to locate 
campaign expenditures (cash withdrawals, checks, debit card, electronic (ACH/EFT)) for 
the expenditures reported to FGCU in the bank records, I asked if he was certain he used 
campaign checks (as expenditure checks were not in bank records; he confirmed and noted 
he used much of his own money for expenditures (but none appear to be reported as in-kind 
contributions).   
 
Also, I noted his amended 2020 G1 CTR disclosed a $15,000 loan to his campaign that was 
not found in his August 2020 monthly bank statement but later a $10,000 contribution/loan 
was found in the bank records for September 16, 2020; Respondent said he did not recall 
when it was made, had no explanation for the difference in amount and he got money from 
his personal account at one bank and it was deposited in the campaign account at SunTrust 
n/k/a Truist.  Since Respondent does not closely monitor the email accounts he identified 
earlier, Respondent provided an email address for him that is monitored, 
geefmy@comcast.net.  He asked when I need the additional information and I requested he 
provide same ASAP—scan and email to me—as my ROI should be completed by the end of 
the month.  Respondent agreed to continue to check his desk, etc., for the information I’ve 
noted and provide same.   
Entered by:  HH 

5. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Entered by:        

 
RESPONDENT INTERVIEW MEMO – Call details at #[LOG NUMBER] 
 
CTRs at issue:  2019 M8, M9, M10, M11, and M12, 2020 M1, M2, M4, P1, P4, G2, and G7 

 [Explanation for reported campaign expenditure (checks) without bank records] 
 Have you ever run for public office?  Yes  If so, please name each office you ran for and 

state what year each election occurred.  Congress 2018 
 Have you ever been appointed to act as a campaign treasurer for a candidate?  If so, please 

name each such candidate, the office each ran for, and state what year each election 
occurred.  (He is serving as his campaign treasurer—DS-DE 9) 

 Have you ever held the office of chairperson, treasurer, or other similar position for a 
political committee or electioneering communications organization?  If so, please name 
each committee, state the office you held for each, and state when you held each office. 
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 Have you ever prepared or signed a campaign treasurer’s report?  If so, please state the 
name of the candidate or committee whose report you prepared or signed. 

 What action have you taken to determine your responsibilities under Florida’s election 
laws? 

 Do you possess a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes?  If so, when did you first obtain 
it?  Have you read it? 

 Do you possess a copy of the [Candidate and Campaign Treasurer] Handbook?  If so, 
when did you first obtain it?  Have you read it? 

 Did you receive any other materials from your filing officer?  If so, please describe them. 
 Do you have anything else to add for the Commission’s consideration regarding the charges 

specified in the letter of legal sufficiency in this case? 
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Helen Hinson

From: Helen Hinson
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:49 PM
To: Todd and Gina Truax
Subject: RE: FW: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21-051

Dear Mr. Truax: 

I did not receive the other documents or earlier scans; I only received the “final scan” with list of contributions, etc. 

Regards, 

Helen Hinson 
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
FAX:  850.921.0783 
www.fec.state.fl.us 

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   

From: Todd and Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:45 PM 
To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 

Helen,  

  I scanned most of the documents you requested along with photos of events, thank you letter and a 
brochure for a Calusa Water Keeper event I attended.  The final scan is of a tally of $33,200 dollars I 
loaned my campaign who's total expenses were $49,000 accounting for 68% of my entire 
campaign.  Carol, who was my volunteer Treasurer, relied heavily on Tammy Lippa and Cheryl Futch 
for advice in submitting my expenses.  Carol is now 89 and her record keeping skills are limited, due 
to complications from her stroke.    

  Let me know if you need me to re-scan them as I used my I-phone to send the scans.  

Thanks,  

Todd Truax  
On 08/19/2022 6:09 PM Helen Hinson <helen.hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote:  
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As you requested. 

Regards, 

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 

www.fec.state.fl.us 

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me 
regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon 
request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail 
message may be subject to public disclosure.   

From: Helen Hinson  
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:19 PM 
To: carolhedman@hotmail.com 
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
Importance: High 

Carol J. Hedman 

26700 Lost Woods Circle 

Bonita Springs, FL 34135 

PH: 239.948.5290 
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RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21‐051 

 Confidential pursuant to s. 106.25(7), F.S. 

Dear Ms. Hedman: 

The Florida Elections Commission conducts confidential investigations of alleged violations of Chapters 
104, and 106, Florida Statutes.  Pursuant to Florida’s election laws, all campaign contributions and 
expenditures must be accurately reported and campaign expenditures are made to influence the results 
of a candidate’s election.   

I am reviewing the 2020 campaign records of Todd James Truax including the reporting periods as 
follows: 2019 M8, M9, M10, M11 and M12 and 2020 M1, M2, M4, P1, P4, G1, G2 and G7 
reports.  Although he accepted appointment as campaign treasurer, Mr. Truax has declared you acted 
as his treasurer, submitted all receipts, and reports on his behalf and you amended the reports on his 
behalf. 

Pursuant to section 106.06, Florida Statutes, the campaign treasurer of each candidate and the 
campaign treasurer of each political committee shall keep detailed accounts, current within not more 
than 2 days after the date of receiving a contribution or making an expenditure, of all contributions 
received and all expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate. The campaign treasurer shall also 
keep detailed accounts of all deposits made and of all withdrawals made therefrom to the primary 
depository.  

Section 106.06(2), Florida Statutes, declares “Accounts, including separate interest‐bearing accounts and 
certificates of deposit, kept by the campaign treasurer of a candidate or political committee may be 
inspected under reasonable circumstances before, during, or after the election to which the accounts 
refer by any authorized representative of the Division of Elections or the Florida Elections Commission. 
The right of inspection may be enforced by appropriate writ issued by any court of competent 
jurisdiction….”  

As a member of the investigative staff of the Florida Elections Commission, I am authorized to inspect 
Mr. Truax’s campaign records and I have identified questionable contributions and campaign 
expenditures made by candidate Truax for which I am requesting additional information.  Therefore, 
please provide the requested records as follows: 

a. Copies of records and backup documentation to identify a clear, campaign‐related
purpose including, but not limited to, photographs related to the events and
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candidate Truax’s participation, all payment instruments, cancelled checks (front & 
back), credit card billing statements, records of debit card transactions, receipts, 

invoices, advertisements, acknowledgments and/or thank‐you notes, etc., for 

tickets, admission to events, and all correspondence, including all written 
communication whether in paper or electronic form including, but not 
limited to, notes of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, letter, 
email, memoranda, notes to and/or from the six religious, civic, and/or charitable 

groups at issue related to campaign expenditures to:  Calusa Waterkeepers; MADD; 
Nations Assn. Charities; Rights of Nature CA; Harry Chapin Food Bank; and 
Friendship Baptist Church. 

  

b. Copies of records and back up documentation to identify a clear, campaign‐related 
purpose for the 12 campaign expenditures at issue including, but not limited to, all 
payment instruments, cancelled checks (front & back), receipts, invoices, credit card 
billing statements, records of debit card transactions, advertisements, photographs 

and all correspondence, including all written communication whether in 
paper or electronic form including, but not limited to, notes of phone 
conversations, correspondence by fax, letter, email, memoranda, and notes 
related to the 12 campaign expenditures as follows: 

  

11/11/19 Perkins ‐ Advertising ‐ $15/63;                                      01/28/20 Cuban 
Bakery ‐ Advertising ‐ $16.87;  
01/15/20 The Mix Italian Grill ‐ Advertising ‐ $13.08;              02/11/20  Bonita 
Brunch ‐Advertising ‐ $17.50;  
04/25/20 Mugs and Jugs ‐ Advertising ‐ $6.38;                           06/12/20 Cracker 
Barrel ‐ Advertising‐lunch ‐ $40.25;  
07/13/20 Hudson's Grocery ‐ Advertising ‐ $8.47;                     08/5/19   USPS ‐ 
promotional items ‐ $112.50;  
12/17/19 Metro Diner ‐ Campaign Expense ‐ $37.00;              02/24/20 Office Depot 
‐ Campaign Expense ‐ $103.35; 04/13/20 Jotform ‐ Electronic document‐ $39.00; 
and     09/4/20 Ragged Ass Saloon ‐ Coalition ‐ $24.46. 

  

c. Copies of records and backup documentation for the alleged $15,000 campaign 
contribution(s)/loan(s)  made by candidate Truax including, but not limited to, 
copies of payment instruments, cancelled checks (front and back), credit card billing 
statements, records of debit card transactions, etc., that was reported on his 
amended 2020 G1 report. 

  

d. Six campaign expenditures that are alleged violations of this section of Florida’s 
election laws are identified below.  Therefore, please provide backup 
documentation to identify a clear, campaign‐related purpose for the campaign 
expenditures at issue including, but not limited to copies of the following:   
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All payment instruments, cancelled checks (front and back), credit card billing 
statements, records of debit card transactions, monthly statements, invoices, 
receipts, syllabus for each class related to tuition payment(s), Table of Contents for 

book(s) purchased, and all correspondence, including all written 
communication whether in paper or electronic form including, but not 
limited to, notes of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, letter, 
email, memoranda, and notes related to the six expenditures at issue  to support 
that these expenditures influenced the results of candidate Truax’s election.  The six 
expenditures are as follows:   

01/03/20, FGCU Bookstore for Education, in the amount of $169.60;  
01/04/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount of   $2250.28;  
01/07/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount of $1120.14;  
01/07/20, FGCU for University Fees, in the amount of $30.00;  
01/07/20, Parchment Docs for Transcripts, in the amount of $3.50; and 
08/20/20, Publix for Education, in the amount of $2.67.  

Thank you in advance for your assistance in resolving this matter.  Please note I am working at home and 
the best way to reach me is by email.  If you need to discuss my request by phone, please provide the 
best time and phone number to reach you and I will call at my earliest convenience.   

Thank you in advance for your assistance for resolving this matter. 

Regards, 

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 

www.fec.state.fl.us 
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Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me 
regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon 
request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail 
message may be subject to public disclosure.  
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Helen Hinson

From: Helen Hinson
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 7:05 PM
To: Todd And Gina Truax
Subject: RE: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21-051

I will look for them tomorrow when I return to work. 
 
Have a good night. 
 
Regards, 
 
Helen Hinson 
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
FAX:  850.921.0783 
www.fec.state.fl.us 
 
Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
 

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:57 PM 
To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
 
Maybe they take longer because they were several pictures and scans?  I tried to break it up into several different 
emails. 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Aug 29, 2022, at 6:49 PM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 

  
Dear Mr. Truax: 
  
I did not receive the other documents or earlier scans; I only received the “final scan” with list of 
contributions, etc. 
  
Regards, 
  
Helen Hinson 
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
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107 W Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
FAX:  850.921.0783 
www.fec.state.fl.us 

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me 
regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon 
request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail 
message may be subject to public disclosure.   

From: Todd and Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:45 PM 
To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 

Helen, 

  I scanned most of the documents you requested along with photos of events, thank 
you letter and a brochure for a Calusa Water Keeper event I attended.  The final scan is 
of a tally of $33,200 dollars I loaned my campaign who's total expenses were $49,000 
accounting for 68% of my entire campaign.  Carol, who was my volunteer Treasurer, 
relied heavily on Tammy Lippa and Cheryl Futch for advice in submitting my 
expenses.  Carol is now 89 and her record keeping skills are limited, due to 
complications from her stroke.    

  Let me know if you need me to re-scan them as I used my I-phone to send the scans. 

Thanks,  

Todd Truax 
On 08/19/2022 6:09 PM Helen Hinson <helen.hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote:  

As you requested. 

Regards, 

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 
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Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 

www.fec.state.fl.us 

  

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or 
from me regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the 
public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory 
exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   

  

From: Helen Hinson  
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:19 PM 
To: carolhedman@hotmail.com 
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
Importance: High 

  

Carol J. Hedman 

26700 Lost Woods Circle 

Bonita Springs, FL 34135 

PH: 239.948.5290 

  

RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21‐051 

        Confidential pursuant to s. 106.25(7), F.S. 

  

Dear Ms. Hedman: 

  

The Florida Elections Commission conducts confidential investigations of alleged 
violations of Chapters 104, and 106, Florida Statutes.  Pursuant to Florida’s election 
laws, all campaign contributions and expenditures must be accurately reported and 
campaign expenditures are made to influence the results of a candidate’s election.   
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I am reviewing the 2020 campaign records of Todd James Truax including the reporting 
periods as follows: 2019 M8, M9, M10, M11 and M12 and 2020 M1, M2, M4, P1, P4, 
G1, G2 and G7 reports.  Although he accepted appointment as campaign treasurer, Mr. 
Truax has declared you acted as his treasurer, submitted all receipts, and reports on his 
behalf and you amended the reports on his behalf. 

  

Pursuant to section 106.06, Florida Statutes, the campaign treasurer of each candidate 
and the campaign treasurer of each political committee shall keep detailed accounts, 
current within not more than 2 days after the date of receiving a contribution or making 
an expenditure, of all contributions received and all expenditures made by or on behalf 
of the candidate. The campaign treasurer shall also keep detailed accounts of all 
deposits made and of all withdrawals made therefrom to the primary depository.   

  

Section 106.06(2), Florida Statutes, declares “Accounts, including separate interest‐
bearing accounts and certificates of deposit, kept by the campaign treasurer of a 
candidate or political committee may be inspected under reasonable circumstances 
before, during, or after the election to which the accounts refer by any authorized 
representative of the Division of Elections or the Florida Elections Commission. The right 
of inspection may be enforced by appropriate writ issued by any court of competent 
jurisdiction….”   

  

As a member of the investigative staff of the Florida Elections Commission, I am 
authorized to inspect Mr. Truax’s campaign records and I have identified questionable 
contributions and campaign expenditures made by candidate Truax for which I am 
requesting additional information.  Therefore, please provide the requested records as 
follows: 

  

1. Copies of records and backup documentation to identify a clear, 
campaign‐related purpose including, but not limited to, 
photographs related to the events and candidate Truax’s 
participation, all payment instruments, cancelled checks (front & 
back), credit card billing statements, records of debit card 

transactions, receipts, invoices, advertisements, acknowledgments 

and/or thank‐you notes, etc., for tickets, admission to events, and 

all correspondence, including all written communication 
whether in paper or electronic form including, but not limited 
to, notes of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, 
letter, email, memoranda, notes to and/or from the six religious, 

civic, and/or charitable groups at issue related to campaign 
expenditures to:  Calusa Waterkeepers; MADD; Nations Assn. 
Charities; Rights of Nature CA; Harry Chapin Food Bank; and 
Friendship Baptist Church. 
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1. Copies of records and back up documentation to identify a clear, 
campaign‐related purpose for the 12 campaign expenditures at 
issue including, but not limited to, all payment instruments, 
cancelled checks (front & back), receipts, invoices, credit card billing 
statements, records of debit card transactions, advertisements, 

photographs and all correspondence, including all written 
communication whether in paper or electronic form including, 
but not limited to, notes of phone conversations, 
correspondence by fax, letter, email, memoranda, and notes 
related to the 12 campaign expenditures as follows: 

  

11/11/19 Perkins ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$15/63;                                      01/28/20 Cuban Bakery ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$16.87;  
01/15/20 The Mix Italian Grill ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$13.08;              02/11/20  Bonita Brunch ‐Advertising ‐ $17.50;  
04/25/20 Mugs and Jugs ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$6.38;                           06/12/20 Cracker Barrel ‐ Advertising‐lunch ‐ 
$40.25;  
07/13/20 Hudson's Grocery ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$8.47;                     08/5/19   USPS ‐ promotional items ‐ $112.50;  
12/17/19 Metro Diner ‐ Campaign Expense ‐ 
$37.00;              02/24/20 Office Depot ‐ Campaign Expense ‐ 
$103.35; 04/13/20 Jotform ‐ Electronic document‐ $39.00; 
and     09/4/20 Ragged Ass Saloon ‐ Coalition ‐ $24.46. 

  

1. Copies of records and backup documentation for the alleged 
$15,000 campaign contribution(s)/loan(s)  made by candidate Truax 
including, but not limited to, copies of payment instruments, 
cancelled checks (front and back), credit card billing statements, 
records of debit card transactions, etc., that was reported on his 
amended 2020 G1 report. 

  

1. Six campaign expenditures that are alleged violations of this section 
of Florida’s election laws are identified below.  Therefore, please 
provide backup documentation to identify a clear, campaign‐related 
purpose for the campaign expenditures at issue including, but not 
limited to copies of the following:   

  

All payment instruments, cancelled checks (front and back), credit 
card billing statements, records of debit card transactions, monthly 
statements, invoices, receipts, syllabus for each class related to 
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tuition payment(s), Table of Contents for book(s) purchased, and all 
correspondence, including all written communication whether 
in paper or electronic form including, but not limited to, notes 
of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, letter, email, 
memoranda, and notes related to the six expenditures at issue  to 
support that these expenditures influenced the results of candidate 
Truax’s election.  The six expenditures are as follows:   
  

01/03/20, FGCU Bookstore for Education, in the 
amount of $169.60;  

01/04/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount 
of   $2250.28;  

01/07/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount of 
$1120.14;  

01/07/20, FGCU for University Fees, in the amount of 
$30.00;  

01/07/20, Parchment Docs for Transcripts, in the 
amount of $3.50; and  

08/20/20, Publix for Education, in the amount of 
$2.67.  

  

Thank you in advance for your assistance in resolving this matter.  Please note I am 
working at home and the best way to reach me is by email.  If you need to discuss my 
request by phone, please provide the best time and phone number to reach you and I 
will call at my earliest convenience.   

  

Thank you in advance for your assistance for resolving this matter. 

  

Regards, 

  

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 
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www.fec.state.fl.us 

  

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or 
from me regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the 
public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory 
exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.  
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 7:19 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>  
> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Helen Hinson 
> Investigation Specialist 
> Florida Elections Commission 
> 107 W Gaines Street 
> Collins Building, Suite 224 
> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
> FAX:  850.921.0783 
> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!gBAenIV919NutbMUmNM7EZkb1c
42hwZ57PxFKRzgA7Mz_p4k9WrBrBpRirEo00GTblIQ8Jx02pvlTv9LWY3‐bqxi$   
>  
> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 7:20 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>  
> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Helen Hinson 
> Investigation Specialist 
> Florida Elections Commission 
> 107 W Gaines Street 
> Collins Building, Suite 224 
> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
> FAX:  850.921.0783 
> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!jA_o6kvwWDNMdfO6Xk4bUFAdQ‐
IjK1G6DyywOQaomoIFnNFnTpyJ1dgU59wzdm1fOKyeIy_iha5ufCRBHfYSnF‐f$   
>  
> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 8, 2022 11:27 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 31, 2022, at 7:20 AM, Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net> wrote: 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
>> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>>  
>> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>>  
>> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>>  
>> Regards, 
>>  
>> Helen Hinson 
>> Investigation Specialist 
>> Florida Elections Commission 
>> 107 W Gaines Street 
>> Collins Building, Suite 224 
>> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
>> FAX:  850.921.0783 
>> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!kMsstaQ6O5BxvbPSYCoYziejCGT4fl
J39ZhB7iUhCI_WIpCYb8vK504_CPe66GuuPsyuS6AtNPbnL4UgEeQo6g9I$   
>>  
>> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>>  
>> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
>> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
>> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
>> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
>> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>>  
>>  
>>  
>> Sent from my iPhone 
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Select Language

Pow ered by Translate

CANDIDATE: TODD JAMES TRUAX
Office: COUNTY COMMISSIONER-3

 Show only financial reports (Hides bio)

Available reports...

19M7 8/12/2019
19M8 9/10/2019
19M9 10/10/2019
19M9 10/10/2019
19M10 11/12/2019
19M10 11/12/2019
19M11 12/10/2019
19M12 1/10/2020
20M1 2/10/2020
20M2 3/10/2020
20M3 4/10/2020
20M3 4/10/2020
20M4 5/11/2020
20M5 6/10/2020
20M5 6/10/2020
20P1 6/19/2020
20P1 6/19/2020
20P2 7/6/2020
20P3 7/17/2020
20P4 7/24/2020
20P5 7/31/2020
20P6 8/7/2020
20P7 8/14/2020
20P7 8/14/2020
20G1 9/4/2020
20G1 9/4/2020
20G2 9/18/2020
20G3 10/2/2020
20G4 10/9/2020
20G5 10/16/2020
20G6 10/23/2020
20G7 10/30/2020
TRG 2/1/2021

Exhibit 11 (Page 1 of 1)

https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/


 

Phone Log (06/21) 

FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 21-051 

Respondent:  Todd James Truax 
Complainant:  Terry Miller 

1. Date and time:  Wednesday, May 4, 2022; 10:35 a.m. 
Name:  Truist (Financial) 
Phone #:  252-246-2000, option 3 
Summary:  I called to check the status of the SDT that was sent to registered agent, 
Corporation Service Company in Tallahassee, by certified mail on or about March 7, 2022; 
USPS Tracking indicated it was picked up at USPS facility on March 30, 2022.  After 
hearing the instructions for messages, I left message with my name, email address, phone 
number and noted I was calling to check status of SDT # 21-051-009.   
Entered by:  HH 

2. Date and time:  Thursday, May 5, 2022; 4:20 p.m. 
Name:   Truist  
Phone #:  252-246-2000, option 3 (SDTs & legal orders, Truist Fulfillment Services)  
Summary:  I called, reached the voice-mailbox, I left message with my name with spelling, 
title and agency, email address with careful spelling two times, and noted I called yesterday 
morning and have not been contacted.   
Entered by:  HH 

3. Date and time:  Tuesday, August 16, 2022; 3:45 p.m. 
Name:  Sandy Zablackkas, Legal Assistant to FGCU General Counsel 
Phone #:  239-745-4427 
Summary:  I called the University, Office of the Registrar, identified myself, explained I 
would like to obtain copies of payments for tuition made by (Respondent); woman answering 
the phone said she would transfer my call to General Counsel’s office.  I identified myself, 
explained my request to Ms. Zablackkas; she said she would let me now as soon as possible; 
I provided my email address and said she can reach me at this phone number. 
Entered by:  HH 

4. Date and time:  Friday, August 19, 2022; 5:41 p.m.; 42:22 
Name:  Todd James Truax 
Phone #:  239-994-6872 
Summary:  I called Respondent, identified myself, explained that I’ve called and sent emails 
to him before regarding this case.  Respondent asked which email address(es) I used to reach 
him; I noted I used both email addresses he provided during his campaign including the 
email address he identified on the DS-DE 9, and the email address he used to respond to 
notice of the complaint.  He said he doesn’t use the campaign email with his home address, 
doverstone26478@gmail.com, nor does he regularly check the email address 
todd@toddtruax.com.  He noted he currently has about 300 emails he needs to check.  
Respondent said he works as a nursing home administrator and stays 2.5 hrs. away from 
home & drives home on weekends to his family & to do laundry.  I explained that we had a 
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Commission meeting earlier this week, on Tuesday, August 16, 2022; he may review the 
Commission meetings online on the Florida Channel as the public session(s) are recorded; 
earlier Commission meetings are available in the Florida Channel archive for viewing; he 
will see the Commissioners discussing cases before them in informal hearings and making 
decisions in cases, imposing fines/civil penalties, etc., so he may better understand how the 
Commission conducts the hearing of a case.  I noted the confidential hearings for NPC/PC 
determinations are not available for review on the Florida Channel.   
 
Respondent asked if we received his earlier response; I confirmed we did, however, he didn’t 
adequately address all the specific issues I am investigating as identified in Mr. Vaccaro’s 
LS letter dated December 16, 2021.  I reviewed same with him.  Respondent asked if it helps 
his cause since he self-funded about 80% of his campaign, about $50,000; I said I am unable 
to advise him as I am not an attorney; however, he should provide any information he deems 
relevant to the current issues I’m investigating.  Respondent said Complainant filed the 
complaint after his opponent for whom Complainant was campaign manager had defeated 
him and he feels he’s been kicked after he’s knocked down.  I noted most complaints are 
politically motivated but must allege violations that are reviewed by staff and determined to 
be LS by Mr. Vaccaro before a case is investigated; Respondent confirmed he has mailings 
from this office (he also confirmed receipt of notice of complaint from Molly Donavan) and 
I referred him to our E.D.’s LS ltr dated December 16, 2021, which identifies the sections 
of law I am investigating and I am identified as the investigator.  Respondent said his 
campaign treasurer (Carol Hedman is in her late 80s) had a stroke and perhaps her husband 
can access her computer to obtain additional information he needs to respond.  Respondent 
said he ran for Congress in 2018, Ms. Hedman was his treasurer for that election campaign, 
there were no issues with his CTRs at that time, and he saw no reason to not accept her 
services as treasurer during his 2020 election campaign.   
 
I reviewed the charities/non-profits at issue with Respondent and requested copies of flyers, 
photographs of his participation in events, thank-you notes from the charities, etc., to identify 
the charity and/or verify his participation; Respondent said all that information about the 
charities, related events and his participation were posted on his campaign Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., accounts.  He said he just found the Calusa Waterkeepers (environmental 
group) flier on his desk as he was talking to me, he explained it was a community cleanup 
event for the Calusa River in which he participated and he will look for additional 
information as he kept all receipts, etc.; I agreed to forward my most recent email indicating 
the specific charities/non-profits, vendors, restaurants, etc., that are identified in his CTRs 
that are at issue in my investigation which I did while on the phone.  Respondent said the 
expenditure to MADD TX was an entry fee for a 5K run where he participated and wore a 
campaign t-shirt; Nations Association Charities to support mentoring and educational 
programs—charity in SW Florida.  I suggested the donations to the food bank and Church 
should have been made in the 90-day reporting period after the election identified as the TR; 
he said he was trying to get rid of money near the end of the campaign, he did not realize 
these were improper and they were not used in exchange for political support.   
 
I identified the expenditures to restaurants; Respondent said the expenditures to restaurants 
were for “meet and greet” activities; I continued my review of each expenditure at issue and 
indicated how each was inadequately identified as advertising or campaign expense, etc., in 
his CTRs and did not provide a clear purpose.  Respondent said expenditures to USPS and 
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Office Depot were for postage and postcards, respectively; Respondent noted he used a lot 
of campaign postcards.  Respondent did not recall the expenditure to Jotform or why it was 
made.   
 
I explained to Respondent that the tuition, books, and fees to FGCU for a graduate certificate 
program (Local Government Management Certificate) were also being investigated as 
allegedly used to defray normal living expenses rather than to influence the results of his 
election.  He said he used campaign funds for the graduate certificate program to make him 
a better candidate and a better commissioner, if elected.  Since I was unable to locate 
campaign expenditures (cash withdrawals, checks, debit card, electronic (ACH/EFT)) for 
the expenditures reported to FGCU in the bank records, I asked if he was certain he used 
campaign checks (as expenditure checks were not in bank records; he confirmed and noted 
he used much of his own money for expenditures (but none appear to be reported as in-kind 
contributions).   
 
Also, I noted his amended 2020 G1 CTR disclosed a $15,000 loan to his campaign that was 
not found in his August 2020 monthly bank statement but later a $10,000 contribution/loan 
was found in the bank records for September 16, 2020; Respondent said he did not recall 
when it was made, had no explanation for the difference in amount and he got money from 
his personal account at one bank and it was deposited in the campaign account at SunTrust 
n/k/a Truist.  Since Respondent does not closely monitor the email accounts he identified 
earlier, Respondent provided an email address for him that is monitored, 
geefmy@comcast.net.  He asked when I need the additional information and I requested he 
provide same ASAP—scan and email to me—as my ROI should be completed by the end of 
the month.  Respondent agreed to continue to check his desk, etc., for the information I’ve 
noted and provide same.   
Entered by:  HH 

5. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Entered by:        

 
RESPONDENT INTERVIEW MEMO – Call details at #[LOG NUMBER] 
 
CTRs at issue:  2019 M8, M9, M10, M11, and M12, 2020 M1, M2, M4, P1, P4, G2, and G7 

 [Explanation for reported campaign expenditure (checks) without bank records] 
 Have you ever run for public office?  Yes  If so, please name each office you ran for and 

state what year each election occurred.  Congress 2018 
 Have you ever been appointed to act as a campaign treasurer for a candidate?  If so, please 

name each such candidate, the office each ran for, and state what year each election 
occurred.  (He is serving as his campaign treasurer—DS-DE 9) 

 Have you ever held the office of chairperson, treasurer, or other similar position for a 
political committee or electioneering communications organization?  If so, please name 
each committee, state the office you held for each, and state when you held each office. 
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 Have you ever prepared or signed a campaign treasurer’s report?  If so, please state the 
name of the candidate or committee whose report you prepared or signed. 

 What action have you taken to determine your responsibilities under Florida’s election 
laws? 

 Do you possess a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes?  If so, when did you first obtain 
it?  Have you read it? 

 Do you possess a copy of the [Candidate and Campaign Treasurer] Handbook?  If so, 
when did you first obtain it?  Have you read it? 

 Did you receive any other materials from your filing officer?  If so, please describe them. 
 Do you have anything else to add for the Commission’s consideration regarding the charges 

specified in the letter of legal sufficiency in this case? 
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 8, 2022 11:27 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 31, 2022, at 7:20 AM, Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net> wrote: 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
>> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>>  
>> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>>  
>> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>>  
>> Regards, 
>>  
>> Helen Hinson 
>> Investigation Specialist 
>> Florida Elections Commission 
>> 107 W Gaines Street 
>> Collins Building, Suite 224 
>> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
>> FAX:  850.921.0783 
>> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!kMsstaQ6O5BxvbPSYCoYziejCGT4fl
J39ZhB7iUhCI_WIpCYb8vK504_CPe66GuuPsyuS6AtNPbnL4UgEeQo6g9I$   
>>  
>> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>>  
>> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
>> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
>> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
>> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
>> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>>  
>>  
>>  
>> Sent from my iPhone 
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 7:20 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>  
> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Helen Hinson 
> Investigation Specialist 
> Florida Elections Commission 
> 107 W Gaines Street 
> Collins Building, Suite 224 
> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
> FAX:  850.921.0783 
> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!jA_o6kvwWDNMdfO6Xk4bUFAdQ‐
IjK1G6DyywOQaomoIFnNFnTpyJ1dgU59wzdm1fOKyeIy_iha5ufCRBHfYSnF‐f$   
>  
> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
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Helen Hinson

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 7:19 AM
To: Helen Hinson
Subject: Re: FEC21-051
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Aug 30, 2022, at 9:26 AM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Mr. Truax:  
>  
> I never got the additional emails with attachments. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Helen Hinson 
> Investigation Specialist 
> Florida Elections Commission 
> 107 W Gaines Street 
> Collins Building, Suite 224 
> Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
> FAX:  850.921.0783 
> 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.fec.state.fl.us__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!gBAenIV919NutbMUmNM7EZkb1c
42hwZ57PxFKRzgA7Mz_p4k9WrBrBpRirEo00GTblIQ8Jx02pvlTv9LWY3‐bqxi$   
>  
> Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
> Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:36 PM 
> To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
> Subject: FEC21‐051 
>  
>  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
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Helen Hinson

From: Helen Hinson
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 7:05 PM
To: Todd And Gina Truax
Subject: RE: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21-051

I will look for them tomorrow when I return to work. 
 
Have a good night. 
 
Regards, 
 
Helen Hinson 
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
FAX:  850.921.0783 
www.fec.state.fl.us 
 
Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is 
subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   
 

From: Todd And Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:57 PM 
To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
 
Maybe they take longer because they were several pictures and scans?  I tried to break it up into several different 
emails. 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Aug 29, 2022, at 6:49 PM, Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 

  
Dear Mr. Truax: 
  
I did not receive the other documents or earlier scans; I only received the “final scan” with list of 
contributions, etc. 
  
Regards, 
  
Helen Hinson 
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
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107 W Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 
FAX:  850.921.0783 
www.fec.state.fl.us 
  
Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or from me 
regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon 
request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail 
message may be subject to public disclosure.   
  

From: Todd and Gina Truax <geefmy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 6:45 PM 
To: Helen Hinson <Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
  

Helen,  
  
  I scanned most of the documents you requested along with photos of events, thank 
you letter and a brochure for a Calusa Water Keeper event I attended.  The final scan is 
of a tally of $33,200 dollars I loaned my campaign who's total expenses were $49,000 
accounting for 68% of my entire campaign.  Carol, who was my volunteer Treasurer, 
relied heavily on Tammy Lippa and Cheryl Futch for advice in submitting my 
expenses.  Carol is now 89 and her record keeping skills are limited, due to 
complications from her stroke.    
  
  Let me know if you need me to re-scan them as I used my I-phone to send the scans.  
  
Thanks,  
  
Todd Truax  

On 08/19/2022 6:09 PM Helen Hinson <helen.hinson@myfloridalegal.com> wrote:  
  
  

As you requested. 

  

Regards, 

  

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 
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Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 

www.fec.state.fl.us 

  

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or 
from me regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the 
public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory 
exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.   

  

From: Helen Hinson  
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 4:19 PM 
To: carolhedman@hotmail.com 
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL CASE NO.: FEC 21‐051 
Importance: High 

  

Carol J. Hedman 

26700 Lost Woods Circle 

Bonita Springs, FL 34135 

PH: 239.948.5290 

  

RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21‐051 

        Confidential pursuant to s. 106.25(7), F.S. 

  

Dear Ms. Hedman: 

  

The Florida Elections Commission conducts confidential investigations of alleged 
violations of Chapters 104, and 106, Florida Statutes.  Pursuant to Florida’s election 
laws, all campaign contributions and expenditures must be accurately reported and 
campaign expenditures are made to influence the results of a candidate’s election.   
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I am reviewing the 2020 campaign records of Todd James Truax including the reporting 
periods as follows: 2019 M8, M9, M10, M11 and M12 and 2020 M1, M2, M4, P1, P4, 
G1, G2 and G7 reports.  Although he accepted appointment as campaign treasurer, Mr. 
Truax has declared you acted as his treasurer, submitted all receipts, and reports on his 
behalf and you amended the reports on his behalf. 

  

Pursuant to section 106.06, Florida Statutes, the campaign treasurer of each candidate 
and the campaign treasurer of each political committee shall keep detailed accounts, 
current within not more than 2 days after the date of receiving a contribution or making 
an expenditure, of all contributions received and all expenditures made by or on behalf 
of the candidate. The campaign treasurer shall also keep detailed accounts of all 
deposits made and of all withdrawals made therefrom to the primary depository.   

  

Section 106.06(2), Florida Statutes, declares “Accounts, including separate interest‐
bearing accounts and certificates of deposit, kept by the campaign treasurer of a 
candidate or political committee may be inspected under reasonable circumstances 
before, during, or after the election to which the accounts refer by any authorized 
representative of the Division of Elections or the Florida Elections Commission. The right 
of inspection may be enforced by appropriate writ issued by any court of competent 
jurisdiction….”   

  

As a member of the investigative staff of the Florida Elections Commission, I am 
authorized to inspect Mr. Truax’s campaign records and I have identified questionable 
contributions and campaign expenditures made by candidate Truax for which I am 
requesting additional information.  Therefore, please provide the requested records as 
follows: 

  

1. Copies of records and backup documentation to identify a clear, 
campaign‐related purpose including, but not limited to, 
photographs related to the events and candidate Truax’s 
participation, all payment instruments, cancelled checks (front & 
back), credit card billing statements, records of debit card 

transactions, receipts, invoices, advertisements, acknowledgments 

and/or thank‐you notes, etc., for tickets, admission to events, and 

all correspondence, including all written communication 
whether in paper or electronic form including, but not limited 
to, notes of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, 
letter, email, memoranda, notes to and/or from the six religious, 

civic, and/or charitable groups at issue related to campaign 
expenditures to:  Calusa Waterkeepers; MADD; Nations Assn. 
Charities; Rights of Nature CA; Harry Chapin Food Bank; and 
Friendship Baptist Church. 
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1. Copies of records and back up documentation to identify a clear, 
campaign‐related purpose for the 12 campaign expenditures at 
issue including, but not limited to, all payment instruments, 
cancelled checks (front & back), receipts, invoices, credit card billing 
statements, records of debit card transactions, advertisements, 

photographs and all correspondence, including all written 
communication whether in paper or electronic form including, 
but not limited to, notes of phone conversations, 
correspondence by fax, letter, email, memoranda, and notes 
related to the 12 campaign expenditures as follows: 

  

11/11/19 Perkins ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$15/63;                                      01/28/20 Cuban Bakery ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$16.87;  
01/15/20 The Mix Italian Grill ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$13.08;              02/11/20  Bonita Brunch ‐Advertising ‐ $17.50;  
04/25/20 Mugs and Jugs ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$6.38;                           06/12/20 Cracker Barrel ‐ Advertising‐lunch ‐ 
$40.25;  
07/13/20 Hudson's Grocery ‐ Advertising ‐ 
$8.47;                     08/5/19   USPS ‐ promotional items ‐ $112.50;  
12/17/19 Metro Diner ‐ Campaign Expense ‐ 
$37.00;              02/24/20 Office Depot ‐ Campaign Expense ‐ 
$103.35; 04/13/20 Jotform ‐ Electronic document‐ $39.00; 
and     09/4/20 Ragged Ass Saloon ‐ Coalition ‐ $24.46. 

  

1. Copies of records and backup documentation for the alleged 
$15,000 campaign contribution(s)/loan(s)  made by candidate Truax 
including, but not limited to, copies of payment instruments, 
cancelled checks (front and back), credit card billing statements, 
records of debit card transactions, etc., that was reported on his 
amended 2020 G1 report. 

  

1. Six campaign expenditures that are alleged violations of this section 
of Florida’s election laws are identified below.  Therefore, please 
provide backup documentation to identify a clear, campaign‐related 
purpose for the campaign expenditures at issue including, but not 
limited to copies of the following:   

  

All payment instruments, cancelled checks (front and back), credit 
card billing statements, records of debit card transactions, monthly 
statements, invoices, receipts, syllabus for each class related to 
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tuition payment(s), Table of Contents for book(s) purchased, and all 
correspondence, including all written communication whether 
in paper or electronic form including, but not limited to, notes 
of phone conversations, correspondence by fax, letter, email, 
memoranda, and notes related to the six expenditures at issue  to 
support that these expenditures influenced the results of candidate 
Truax’s election.  The six expenditures are as follows:   
  

01/03/20, FGCU Bookstore for Education, in the 
amount of $169.60;  

01/04/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount 
of   $2250.28;  

01/07/20, FGCU for Tuition, in the amount of 
$1120.14;  

01/07/20, FGCU for University Fees, in the amount of 
$30.00;  

01/07/20, Parchment Docs for Transcripts, in the 
amount of $3.50; and  

08/20/20, Publix for Education, in the amount of 
$2.67.  

  

Thank you in advance for your assistance in resolving this matter.  Please note I am 
working at home and the best way to reach me is by email.  If you need to discuss my 
request by phone, please provide the best time and phone number to reach you and I 
will call at my earliest convenience.   

  

Thank you in advance for your assistance for resolving this matter. 

  

Regards, 

  

Helen Hinson 

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL  32399‐6596 

FAX:  850.921.0783 
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www.fec.state.fl.us 

  

Please note:  Florida has a very broad public records law.  Written communications to or 
from me regarding state business constitute public records and are available to the 
public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory 
exemption.  Therefore, your e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.  

  



Florida Elections Commission 

December 16, 2021 

Todd James Truax 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 
Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 

FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state.fl.us 

264 78 Doverstone Street 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-5023 

RE: Case No.: FEC 21-051; Respondent: Todd James Truax 

Dear Mr. Truax: 

On February 1, 2021, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that you 
violated Florida's election laws. I have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or 
more legally sufficient allegations. The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged 
violations: 

Section 106.1405, Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee County 
Commissioner, District 3, may have used campaign funds on deposit in the 
Respondent's campaign account for purposes other than those authorized by s. 
106.1 405, Florida Statutes, based upon reported expenditures during the 2020 Ml 
and 2020 G 1 reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint. 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner, District 3, may have made or authorized one or more 
expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon reported 
expenditures during the 2020 Ml and 2020 G 1 reporting periods, as alleged in the 
complaint. 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee County 
Commissioner, District 3, may have certified the following campaign treasurer's 
reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not, as alleged in the 
complaint: 
• 2019 M8 • 2019 M12 • 2020 Pl 
• 2019 M9 • 2020 Ml • 2020 P4 
• 2019 MIO • 2020 M2 • 2020 G2 
• 2019 Mll • 2020 M4 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner, District 3, may have made or authorized one or more 
expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon reported 
during the following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint. 



Todd James Truax 
December 16, 2021 
Page 2 
FEC 21-051 

• 2019 M8 
• 2019 M9 

• 
• 

2019 MIO 
2019 M12 

• 2020 G7 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee County 
Commissioner, District 3, may have certified one or more campaign treasurer's 
reports were true, correct, and complete when they were not, based upon an 
apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 

Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner, District 3, may have failed to report one or more 
contributions required to be reported by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon 
an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 

Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner, District 3, may have falsely reported or deliberately failed 
to include information in one or more campaign treasurer's reports required by 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the 2020 G2 
reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner, District 3, may have made or authorized one or more 
expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent 
deficit during the 2020 G2 reporting period, as alleged in the complaint. 

When we conclude the investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation (ROI) will be mailed 
to you at the above address. Based on the results of the investigation, a staff attorney will prepare 
and present a written Staff Recommendation (SR) to the Commission as to whether there is 
probable cause to charge you, the Respondent, with violating Chapters 104 or 106, Florida 
Statutes. You will have an opportunity to respond to both the ROI and the SR. The Commission 
will then hold one or more hearings to determine whether the alleged violations occurred and, if 
so, the amount of the fine to be imposed upon you. Notice will be mailed to you and the 
Complainant at least 14 days before any hearing at which your case is to be considered. 

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(i)3., Florida Statutes, the Commission may enter into a consent 
agreement with a Respondent to settle a complaint prior to a finding of probable cause. If you are 
interested in entering negotiations directed towards reaching a consent agreement to resolve this 
matter, please contact the Commission and request to speak with the attorney assigned to this case. 
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Please note that all documents related to this matter will be mailed to the above address 
unless you notify us of a new address. 

Pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, complaints, investigations, investigative reports, and 
other documents relating to an alleged violation of Chapters 104 or 106, Florida Statutes, are 
confidential until the Commission finds probable cause or no probable cause, unless the 
Respondent files a written waiver of confidentiality with the Commission. The confidentiality 
provision does not apply to the Complainant or the Respondent. 

Should you retain counsel, your attorney must file a notice of appearance with the Commission 
before any member of the commission staff can discuss this case with him or her. 

For additional information, please refer to the "Frequently Asked Questions" section of the 
Commission's website. 

If you have additional questions, please contact Helen Hinson, the investigator assigned to this 
case, by phone at (850) 922-4539 or by email at Helen.Hinson@myfloridalegal.com. 

Sinct 
Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 

TV/mw 



1 Attachment

Molly,

  Let me know if you need further information or clarification.

Thanks,

Todd Truax MSSA, NHA
Candidate for Lee County Board of County Commissioners, District 3
Cell phone:  239-994-6872

Case No. FEC 21-051Todd James Truax to: fec@myfloridalegal.com 02/17/2021 02:07 PM
Cc: "carolhedman@hotmail.com", "Charlie Flores"
From: "Todd James Truax" <todd@toddtruax.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "carolhedman@hotmail.com" <carolhedman@hotmail.com>, "Charlie Flores" 
<flores614@comcast.net>

Complaint Response February 2021.docx

Page 1 of 1
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Todd Truax 
Candidate for Lee County Commission, District 3 
26478 Doverstone Street 
Bonita Springs, FL  34135 

 
         February 17, 2021 
 

Florida Elections Commission 
Attn:  Molly Donovan 
107 W Gaines St #224 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1050 
 
RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21-051 
 
 
Dear, Ms. Donovan, 
 
    Please accept this response to your notice I received Saturday, February 6, 2021.  Your letter 
indicates a complaint filed by my opponent’s campaign manager alleging violations of Florida 
election laws.   The complainant suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol 
Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She 
amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections who guided her on the 
classification of expenses. 
 
  The allegations of use of funds to defray normal living expenses is laughable, in light of the 
fact, that 80% of my campaign was self-funded.  The expenses of tuition, books and transcripts 
are attributed to my courses at FGCU in local government management, budgeting, human 
resources and planning.  These courses aided in my ability to prepare for the office I sought 
and debate local issues with proven solutions. 
 
  Charitable contributions were made to Mothers Against Drunk Driving which is headquartered 
in TX, but has local branches for events.  The fee for participating in their annual 5K race where 
I wore my campaign T-Shirt was classified as an advertising expense.  The other donations 
were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and breakfast and 
luncheon gatherings with local leaders.  Donations to The Food Bank and Baptist Church were 
made in disposition of funds at the end of the campaign. 
 
  At no time were campaign funds used for personal expenses.  Donations to charitable 
organizations were not in exchange for endorsement or support.  Any entries in my campaign 
treasurer’s report which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.  
 
  All the best, 
 
 
  Todd Truax 
  Candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3  
  Cell: (239) 994-6872 
  Email:  todd@toddtruax.com 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 

COMPLAINT 

The Commission's records and proceedings in a case are confidential until the Commission rules on 
probable cause. A copy of the complaint will be provided to the person against whom it is brought. 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: Terry Miller Work Phone: (239 ) 980-2224 

Home Phone: ( __ ) ___ _ Address: 1375 Jackson St Ste. 202 
City: Ft Myers County: _L_e_e __ State: FL Zip Code: 33901 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

If you intend to name more than one individual or entity, please file multiple complaints. A person 
can be an individual, political committee, political party, electioneering communication 
organization, club,._corporation, partnership, company, association, or other type of organization. 

Nameofindividualorentity: Todd James Truax 
Address:26478 DOVERSTONE ST Phone:( __ ) ___ _ 

City: Bonita Springs County: _L_e_e __ _ State: FL Zip Code: 34135 
If · d" "d I · d"d t 1· t th ff" •t· ht Lee County Commissioner, District 3 in 1v1 ua 1s a can I a e, 1s e o ice or pos1 10n soug : ____________ _ 

Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) D Yes 111'1 No 

Are you alleging a violation of Section 104.271(2), F.S.? (check one) D Yes 111'1 No 

Are you alleging a violation of Section 104.2715, F.S.? (check one) D Yes I ti' I No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATION(S): 

Please attach a concise narrative statement in which you list the provisions of the Florida Election 
Code that you believe the person named above may have violated. The Commission has jurisdiction 
only to investigate provisions of Chapter 104 and Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. Please include the 
following items as part of your attached statement: 

• The facts and actions that you believe support the violations you allege; 

• The names/telephone numbers of persons whom you believe may be witnesses to the facts; 
• A copy or picture of any political advertisement(s) you mention in your statement; 

• A copy of each document you mention in your statement; 
• An explanation of why you believe information you reference from websites is relevant; and 

• Any other evidence supporting your allegations. 

SEE REVERSE SIDE OF DOCUMENT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Any person who files a complaint while knowing that the a/legations are false or without merit commits a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in Sections 775.082 and 775.083, Florida Statutes. 

FEC Form 1 (5/17) 
Rules 2B-1.0025 & 2B-1.009, F.A.C. 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 

4. OATH: 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF Lee ----------
I swear or affirm that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

~ 
\... 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this l {p day of 

_ ........ ill..:.......vl_t1 \fl_Ol_Y _v) ___ ___,, 20 _1l_ 
C/A ,-
GU1Al/lll ~ 

Signature of Officer Authorized to Administer Oaths or Notary Public 

(Print, Type, or Stamp zmissloned Name of Notary Public} 

Personally Known Or Produced Identification __ _ 

Type of Identification Produced __________ _ 

5. IMPROPERLY COMPLETED COMPLAINT FORMS MAY BE RETURNED: 

• You MUST submit this completed complaint form in order to file a complaint. 

• You MUST complete ALL FOUR of the above sections of this form. DO NOT leave any blanks. 

• You MUST submit the ORIGINAL complaint form. Copied/faxed/emailed forms are returned. 

• Each complaint can only be filed against ONE PERSON or ENTITY. If you wish to file against 
multiple parties, you MUST submit a complaint form for each party you wish to file against. 

• DO NOT submit multiple complaint forms with one set of attachments applying to multiple 
complaints. You MUST attach copies of attachments to each complaint to which they apply. 

• MAKE SURE the alleged violation(s) of Chapters 104 or 106 occurred within the last 2 years. 

• MAKE SURE your complaint is sworn and there is no defect to the notarization in Section 4. 

FEC Form 1 (5/17) 
Rules 2B-1.0025 & 2B-1.009, F.A.C. 



Complaint Against Todd James Truax, Candidate for Lee County Commission, District 3 -
Attachment 

I personally examined the expenditures made from the campaign account of Todd Truax, 
Candidate for Lee County Commission, District 3. Based upon my examination and such personal 
knowledge gained from my examination, I believe Mr. Truax has violated several sections of 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

1. I believe Mr. Truax is utilizing his campaign funds to defray normal living expenses, in 
violation of Section 106.1405, which states: 

106.1405 Use of campaign funds.-A candidate or the spouse of 
a candidate may not use funds on deposit in a campaign account of 
such candidate to defray normal living expenses for the candidate or 
the candidate's family, other than expenses actually incurred for 
transportation, meals, and lodging by the candidate or a family 
member during travel in the course of the campaign. 

My review of the reported expenditures reveals the following entries. 

1/3/20 FGCU Bookstore-Education - $169.60 

1/4/20 FGCU - Tuition - $2250.28 

1/7/20 FGCU Tuition- $1120.14 

1/7 /20 FGCU - University Fees - $30.00 

1/7/20-Parchment Docs -Transcripts - $3.50 

8/20/20 - Publix- Education - $2.67 

Campaign funds cannot be used to pay for items that do not influence the results of Mr. 
Truax's election, and benefit him personally by defraying the cost of normal living 
expenditures. 

2. Campaign funds may not be contributed to charitable organizations, except in disposition 
of funds. On at least four occasions, Mr. Truax issued expenditure checks to entities that 
appear to be charitable entities, in violation of Section 106.08, Florida Statutes, which 
provides: 

106.08 Contributions; limitations on.-
(5)(a) A person may not make any contribution through or in the 

name of another, directly or indirectly, in any election. 



(b) Candidates, political committees, affiliated party 
committees, and political parties may not solicit contributions from 
any religious, charitable, civic, or other causes or organizations 
established primarily for the public good. 

( c) Candidates, political committees, affiliated party 
committees, and political parties may not make contributions, in 
exchange for political support, to any religious, charitable, civic, or 
other cause or organization established primarily for the public 
good. It is not a violation of this paragraph for: 

1. A candidate, political committee, affiliated party committee, 
or political party executive committee to make gifts of money in lieu 
of flowers in memory of a deceased person; 

2. A candidate to continue membership in, or make regular 
donations from personal or business funds to, religious, political 
party, affiliated party committee, civic, or charitable groups of 
which the candidate is a member or to which the candidate has been 
a regular donor for more than 6 months; or 

3. A candidate to purchase, with campaign funds, tickets, 
admission to events, or advertisements from religious, civic, 
political party, affiliated party committee, or charitable groups. 

The expenditures in question are listed below, together with the purpose Mr. Truax 
included on his treasurer report. 

8/5/19-Calusa Waterkeepers- community service - $15.00 

9/14/1 - MADD TX- (Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Texas)-Advertising - $80.00 

10/25/2019-Nations Assn. Charities- Campaign Expense- Charity $50.00 

12/1/2019 - Rights ofNature CA- Campaign Expense - $23.50 

10/23/20 - Harry Chapin Food Bank- Contribution - $250.00 

10/25/20 - Friendship Baptist Church- Contribution - $100.00 

Community service, Campaign Expense - Charity and Campaign Expense do not express any 
purpose for which Mr. Truax's campaign would benefit by influencing the results of his 
election. Mr. Truax listed "Advertising" as the purpose for MADD TX, but I question how 
advertising in Texas influences the results of a Lee County, Florida election. Mr. Truax lists a 
Canadian address for Rights of Nature CA. I question how making a "campaign expense" to 
a Canadian entity influences the results of a Lee County, Florida election. Also, his 
contribution to the Harry Chapin Food Bank and Friendship Baptist Church would serve no 



purpose in influencing the outcome of his election, unless these organizations are violating 
their 50lc3 status by advocating for a political candidate. 

3. Mr. Truax fails on multiple occasions to accurately report the purpose of expenditures 
made by his campaign, in violation of Section 106.07, Florida Statutes, which states in part: 

106.07 Reports; certification and filing.-

(4)(a) Except for daily reports, to which only the contributions 
provisions below apply, and except as provided in paragraph (b), 
each report required by this section must contain: 

6. The full name and address of each person to whom 
expenditures have been made by or on behalf of the committee or 
candidate within the reporting period; the amount, date, and purpose 
of each such expenditure; and the name and address of, and office 
sought by, each candidate on whose behalf such expenditure was 
made. However, expenditures made from the petty cash fund 
provided bys. 106.12 need not be reported individually. 

On multiple occasions, Mr. Truax reports expenses paid to restaurants as "Advertising." 
He also lists an expense paid to the United States Postal Services as "promotional items." 
"Campaign Expense," "electronic document," and "Coalition" are also purposes reported 
by Mr. Truax, which fail to accurately report the nature of the expenditures made. There 
are other such examples contained within his reports. 

11/11/19-Perkins -Advertising - $15/63 

1/28/20- Cuban Bakery - Advertising - $16.87 

1/15/20-The Mix Italian Grill-Advertising - $13.08 

2/11/20 - Bonita Brunch - Advertising - $17 .50 

4/25/20 - Mugs and Jugs - Advertising - $6.38 

6/12/20 - Cracker Barrel-Advertising- lunch - $40.25 

7/13/20-Hudson's Grocery-Advertising - $8.47 

8/5/19 - USPS -promotional items - $112.50 



12/17 /19 - Metro Diner - Campaign Expense - $3 7 .00 

2/24/20 - Office Depot - Campaign Expense - $103 .35 

4/13/20-Jotform-Electronic document- $39.00 

9/4/20 - Ragged Ass Saloon - Coalition - $24.46 

4. This expenditure appears to have been entered twice. 

5/15/20- Costco - $14.25 (duplicate entry, 105 and 106) 

5. A running balance of Mr. Truax's campaign account shows that with the filing of the Gl 
report, his bank balance could have been no more than $496.32. The G2 report lists 
expenditures totaling $4,891.40. On October 8, 2020, Mr. Truax amended his Gl report 
to reflect a loan to himself of$15,000, August 18, 2020. IfMr. Truax truly loaned $15,000 
to his campaign on August 18, why was it not reported until October 8, 2020? This is 
especially interesting when you consider that Mr. Truax was his own campaign treasurer 
so there is no reason why he would not have known about the loan in order to report it 
timely. I believe Mr. Truax may have obligated or expended campaign funds not on deposit 
in violation of Section 106.11 ( 4), Florida Statutes, which states: 

106.11 Expenses of and expenditures by candidates and 
political committees. 

(4) No candidate, campaign manager, treasurer, deputy treasurer, 
or political committee or any officer or agent thereof, or any person 
acting on behalf of any of the foregoing, shall authorize any 
expenses, nor shall any campaign treasurer or deputy treasurer sign 
a check drawn on the primary campaign account for any purpose, 
unless there are sufficient funds on deposit in the primary depository 
account of the candidate or political committee to pay the full 
amount of the authorized expense, to honor all other checks drawn 
on such account, which checks are outstanding, and to meet all 
expenses previously authorized but not yet paid. 

6. Each time Mr. Truax filed his treasurer report, he certified to the correctness of the report. 
Such certification is provided for in Section 106.07, Florida Statutes, which states in part: 

106.07 Reports; certification and filing.-
(5) The candidate and his or her campaign treasurer, in the case of 
a candidate, or the political committee chair and campaign treasurer 
of the committee, in the case of a political committee, shall certify 
as to the correctness of each report; and each person so certifying 
shall bear the responsibility for the accuracy and veracity of each 



' . 

report. Any campaign treasmer, candidate, or political committee 
chair who willfully certifies the correctness of any report while 
knowing that such report is incorrect, false, or incomplete commits 
a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082 ors. 775.083. 

This section also provides a penalty for knowing certifying a false report. Section 106.19, Florida 
Statutes, also provides penalties for such violations. Section 106.19, Florida Statutes, states: 

106.19 Violations by candidates, persons connected with 
campaigns, and political committees.-

(!) Any candidate; campaign manager, campaign treasmer, or 
deputy treasmer of any candidate; committee chair, vice chair, 
campaign treasmer, deputy treasmer, or other officer of any political 
committee; agent or person acting on behalf of any candidate or 
political committee; or other person who knowingly and willfully: 

(a) Accepts a contribution in excess of the limits prescribed by 
s. 106.08; 

(b) Fails to report any contribution required to be reported by 
this chapter; 

( c) Falsely reports or deliberately fails to include any 
information required by this chapter; or 

( d) Makes or authorizes any expenditme in violation of 
s. 106.11(4) or any other expenditme prohibited by this chapter; 

is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as 
provided ins. 775.082 ors. 775.083. 

(2) Any candidate, campaign treasmer, or deputy treasmer; any 
chair, vice chair, or other officer of any political committee; any 
agent or person acting on behalf of any candidate or political 
committee; or any other person who violates paragraph (l)(a), 
paragraph (1 )(b ), or paragraph (1 )( d) shall be subject to a civil 
penalty equal to three times the amount involved in the illegal act. 
Such penalty may be in addition to the penalties provided by 
subsection (1) and shall be paid into the General Revenue Fund of 
this state. 

(3) A political committee sponsoring a constitutional 
amendment proposed by initiative which submits a petition form 
gathered by a paid petition circulator which does not provide the 
name and address of the paid petition circulator on the form is 
subject to the civil penalties prescribed ins. 106.265. 

(4) Except as otherwise expressly stated, the failme by a 
candidate to comply with the requirements of this chapter has no 
effect upon whether the candidate has qualified for the office the 
candidate is seeking. 



Mr. Truax is both the candidate and the treasurer for his Lee County Commission campaign. As 
such, he must certainly be aware of the information that has been reporting to the Lee County 
Supervisor of Elections. 
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CANDIDATE: TODD JAMES TRUAX 

Office: COUNTY COMMISSIONER-3 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS 

Seq# Contributor Entity Occupation Cont. Type 

Date Amend Amount 

#1 Gabrielle Spukes Individual Retired Check 

7/19/2019 207 NE 12 Court $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33989 

#2 Todd James Truax Candidate Self employed Loan 

7/16/2019 
PO Box 367193 to Themselves $500.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34136 

#3 Todd James Truax Candidate Self employed Loan 

7/19/2019 
PO Box 367193 

Bonita Springs, FL 

to Themselves $1,300.00 

34136 

#4 Robin Burke Individual Retired Cash 

9/1/2019 
15068 Cuberra Lane $50.00 
Bontia Springs, FL 

34135 

#5 Geraldine Burke Individual Cash 

9/1/2019 
15068 Cuberra Lane $50.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#6 Tamara E. Keel Individual DietaryManager Cash 

9/1/2019 14970 Blackbird Lane $50.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#7 William W. Simms Other Retired Check 

9/3/2019 23151 Fashion Lane $215.00 
Estero, FL 33928 

#8 Todd James Truax Candidate Candidate Loan 

9/6/2019 ***Protected Voter*** to Themselves $10,000.00 

#9 Patricia Yourdon Individual Retired Check 

9/28/2019 
5391 Blue Crab Cir. N- $40.00 
2 

Bokeelia, FL 33922 



#10 Rudy Bemdlmaier Other Retired Check 

9/3/2019 20676 Dennisport La. $1,000.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33917 

#11 William W. Simms Other Retired Check 

9/3/2019 23151 Fashion Lane Delete $-215.00 
Estero, FL 33928 

#12 William W. Simms Individual Retired Check 

9/3/2019 23151 Fashion Lane Add $215.00 
Estero, FL 33928 

#13 Rudy Berndlmaier Other Retired Check 

9/3/2019 20676 Dennisport La. Delete $-1,000.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33917 

#14 Rudy Berndlmaier Individual Retired Check 

9/3/2019 20676 Dennisport La. Add $1,000.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33917 

#15 Charlotte Hardt Individual Receptionist Check 

10/15/2019 
15201 Sonoma Drive $100.00 
Apt. 207 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#16 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Check 

10/16/2019 ***Protected Voter*** to Themselves $1,000.00 

#17 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Check 

10/16/2019 ***Protected Voter*** to Themselves Delete $-1,000.00 

#18 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Loan 

10/16/2019 ***Protected Voter*** to Themselves Add $1,000.00 

#19 Judith Schwakopf Individual Retired Check 

2/18/2020 34804 457 Place $25.00 
Artkin, MN 56431 

#20 Daniel Salmon Individual Retired Check 

3/11/2020 
13330 Whispering $250.00 
Oaks Dr. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

#21 Todd James Truax Candidate Loan 

3/5/2020 ***Protected Voter*** to Themselves $100.00 

#22 Allison Sardinas Individual Retired Check 

4/25/2020 28565 SW 158 Ct. $25.00 
Homestead, FL 33033 



#23 Lois Dworkin Individual Retired Check 

4/13/2020 
12250 Coconut Creek $100.00 
Ct. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#24 Elizabeth Matt Individual Retired Check 

4/19/2020 14094 Tivoli Terrace $105.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#25 Ilene Flores Individual Retired Check 

5/12/2020 13800 Lily Pad Circle $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#26 Robert D. Crum Individual Retired Check 

5/21/2020 5348 Congo Ct. $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#27 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Loan 

5/29/2020 
26478 Doverstone Rd. to Themselves $10,000.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

334135 

#28 Linda W. Campbell Individual Retired Check 

6/4/2020 12979 Kedleston Circle $25.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

#29 Jude Richvale Individual Retired Check 

6/2/2020 
27354 Tennessee St. 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$100.00 

34135 

#30 Robert D. Crum Individual Retired Cash 

6/12/2020 5348 Congo Ct. $20.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#31 Sharon Davies Individual Retired Check 

6/10/2020 2623 SW 21 Place $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#32 Debi Montenieri Individual Retired Check 

6/9/2020 
9844 Alhambra Lane $50.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#33 Janette Fraissinet Individual Retired Check 

6/6/2020 11282 Matlacha Ave. $50.00 
Matlacha, FL 33993 

#34 Kathryn Garra Individual Retired Check 

6/4/2020 7060 Venice Way $25.00 
Naples, FL 34119 



#35 Melinda Gareau Individual Retired Check 

5/28/2020 2513 SW 32 Street Add $10.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#36 Michael McNally Individual Retired Check 

5/18/2020 5581 Buring Court Add $25.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#37 Gabriele Spuckes Individual Retired Check 

5/12/2020 207 NE 12 Court Add $25.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33909 

#38 Steve Sherman Individual Retired Check 

5/4/2020 
5231-4 Cedar Bend 

Drive 
Add $100.00 

Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#39 Cheryl Sutherland Individual Retired Check 

5/1/2020 748 Tyler Ave. Add $25.00 
Loveland, CO 80537 

#40 David Hintz Individual Retired Check 

5/1/2020 
2731 Breezewood 

Drive 
Add $25.00 

N. Ft. Myers, FL 33917 

#41 Sharon Davies Individual Retired Check 

3/3/2020 2623 SW 21 Place Add $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#42 Lewis Robinson Individual Retired Check 

6/22/2020 
17501 Village Inlet 

Court 
$250.00 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#43 Louis Bouquin Individual ITDirector Check 

6/26/2020 6265 Scott Lane $25.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33966 

#44 Norman Cogswell Individual Retired Check 

6/25/2020 1307 SW 25 Street $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#45 Kathleen Finderson Individual Retired Check 

6/20/2020 
3071 Shell Mound $100.00 
Blvd. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33931 

#46 Michelle Byrne Individual Retired Check 

6/26/2020 14926 Mahoe Court $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33908 



#47 Peggy Hans Individual Retired Check 

15790 Portofino 
6/1/2020 Springs Blvd. Add $50.00 

Aptl 102 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#48 Lisa Absher Individual Accountant Check 

6/12/2020 2764 Gladiola Street Add $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#49 Clark Hanson Individual Retired Check 

6/12/2020 6170 Cocos Drive Add $25.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#50 Rob Fontano Individual Bar Owner Check 

7/8/2020 12951 Metro Parkway $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33966 

#51 James Helms Individual Retired Check 

7/8/2020 1387 Landmark Court $30.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#52 Gabriele Spuckes Individual Retired Check 

7/5/2020 207 NE 12 Court $15.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33909 

#53 Sandra McClinton Individual Retired Check 

7/5/2020 5028 Pelican Blvd. $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#54 Alicia Holligan Individual ChildSafetyworker Check 

7/2/2020 
3002 14 Street SW $50.00 
Lehjigh Acres, FL 

33976 

#55 John Lawlor Individual Physician Check 

7/2/2020 
23 Grant Ave. $100.00 
Lehigh Acres, FL 

33936 

#56 Thomas Croce Individual Teacher Check 

7/1/2020 
11537 Summerview $50.00 
Way 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#57 Denise McPherson Individual Retired Check 

6/30/2020 2210 SE 8th Street $25.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33990 

#58 David Holden Individual Politician Check 

6/30/2020 7 43 Bentwater Circle $50.00 
Naples, FL 34108 



#59 Mark Cranford Individual Retired Check 

7/5/2020 1814 Linhart Avenue $250.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#60 Thomas Tomich Individual Retired Check 

7/3/2020 3934 SE 18 Place $75.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#61 Guylyn DeMeyere Individual Retired Check 

7/3/2020 
2287 Sycamore Street $20.00 
St. James City, FL 
33956 

#62 Larry Stembom Individual Broker Check 

7/7/2020 
6325 Presidential $25.00 
Court 

Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#63 Erin Banning Individual Educator Check 

7/13/2020 2236 Hibiscus Road $25.00 
Ft. Myers, F 33905 

#64 Katherine Turner Individual Nurse Check 

27603 Imperial Shores 
7/13/2020 Blvd. $60.00 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34134 

#65 James Roach Individual lnsuranceBroker Check 

7/17/2020 19490 SW 84 Place $100.00 
Dunnellon, FL 34432 

#66 Alison Sirack Individual Cashier Check 

7/17/2020 
448 Tulip Terrace $25.00 
North Ft. Myers, FL 

33903 

#67 Eileen McHenry Individual Executive Director Check 

7/18/2020 3347 SE 17 Place $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#68 David Jimenez Individual Technician Check 

7/18/2020 1918 NW 10 Street $10.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33993 

#69 Lori Berknowitz Individual Consultant Check 

7/18/2020 1726 SW 17 Street $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33991 

#70 Yuderca Barbera Individual Accountant Check 

7/19/2020 3471 2 Avenue SE $25.00 
Naples, FL 34117 



#71 Bobbie Ziffren Individual Retired Check 

7/31/2020 26468 Doverstone $50.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#72 Gabriele Spuckes Dem Political Party Polititian Check 

8/5/2020 Club of Cape Coral 

207 NE 12 Court 
$100.00 

Cape Coral, FL 33909 

#73 James Helms Individual Retired Check 

8/2/2020 1387 Landmark Court $30.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#74 Joe Miceli Individual Retired Check 

8/9/2020 20271 Rookery Drive $150.00 
EStero, FL 33928 

#75 Gabriele Spuckes Individual Retired Check 

8/12/2020 207 NE 12 Court $25.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33909 

#76 James Shannon Individual Retired Check 

8/14/2020 
27277 Galleon Drive 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$50.00 

34135 

#77 Rachel Drucker Individual Retired Check 

8/26/2020 
391 O Central Ave. 

Apt. 208 
$50.00 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#78 Kendalynn Morris Individual LabCoordinator Check 

8/24/2020 3461 Edgewood Ave. $25.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33916 

#79 Henry Blakley Individual Retired Check 

8/21/2020 849 Oak St. $25.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33931 

#80 Barbara Hermann Individual Retired Check 

8/20/2020 5809 Turban Ct. $100.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#81 Walter R Hedman Individual NetworkEngineer Check 

26700 Lost Woods 
8/20/2020 Circl $500.00 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#82 Progressive Club of Other Club Check 

the Island 
9/8/2020 P. 0. Box898 $250.00 

Sanibel Island, FL 

33957 



#83 Catherine Hughes Individual Retired Check 

8/30/2020 282117 Ave. $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#84 Lisa Absher Individual Retired Check 

9/1/2020 2764 Gladiola Street $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#85 John McCullers Individual Retired Check 

9/1/2020 
9962 Country Oaks $100.00 
Drive 
Ft. Myers, FL 33967 

#86 Lisa Decarlo Individual Retired Check 

9/2/2020 
6041 Montego Bay $50.00 
Loop 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#87 Frank Jensen Individual Retired Check 

9/4/2020 5242 Elm Ct. $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#88 Kenneth Jaros Individual Retired Check 

9/7/2020 5509 SW 6 Ave. $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#89 David Holden Individual Retired Check 

9/10/2020 5901 Jordan Ave. $250.00 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 

#90 Toni Keefer Individual Retired Check 

25800 Lake Amelia 

9/10/2020 Lane $10.00 
Apt. 202 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#91 Joseph Beausoleil Individual Retired Check 

9/3/2020 9007 Springview Loop $100.00 
Estero, Fl 33928 

#92 Wayne Daltry Individual Retired Check 

9/1/2020 1995 Longfellow Drive $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

#93 Todd Truax Candidate Politician Loan 

9/8/2020 
26478 Doverstone Rd. to Themselves $200.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

334135 

#94 Todd Truax Candidate Politician Loan 

9/4/2020 
26478 Doverstone Rd. to Themselves $100.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

334135 



#95 The Democratic Club - Other Club Check 

9/20/2020 
Shell Pt $100.00 
9502 Parkwood 

Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#96 Lewis Robinson Individual ResourceManager Check 

9/16/2020 17501 Village Inlet $250.00 
Court 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#97 Christa Musfeldt Individual Retired Check 

9/14/2020 
3497 Myers Lane 

St. James City, FL 
$100.00 

33956 

#98 Molly Giacco Individual Retired Check 

9/12/2020 21571 Misano Drive $100.00 
Estero, FL 33928 

#99 Rosalind Nichols Individual Retired Check 

9/19/2020 1903 SE 15 Terrace $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33990 

#100 Toni Keefer Individual Retired Check 

25800 Lake Amelia 

9/17/2020 Lane $25.00 

Apt. 202 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#101 Tina Crumpacker Individual Life Coach Check 

9/17/2020 
391 Washington Court $100.00 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 

33931 

#102 Sammie Mayes Individual Retired Check 

9/16/2020 19814 Beaulieu Ct. $25.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#103 Sharon Davies Individual Retired Check 

9/14/2020 2623 SW 21 Place $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#104 Barbara Hermann Individual Retired Check 

9/20/2020 5809 Turban Ct. $100.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#105 Gabriele Spuckes Individual Retired Check 

9/12/2020 207 NE 12 Court $25.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33909 

#106 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Loan 

8/18/2020 
26478 Doverstone Rd. to Themselves 

Add $15,000.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

334135 



#107 Kathleen Finderson Individual Check 

9/30/2020 
3071 Shell Mound 

Blvd. 
$50.00 

Ft. Myers, FL 33931 

#108 Arlene Santaniello Individual Educator Check 

9/30/2020 1 Lewis Lane $25.00 
New Paltz, NY 12561 

#109 Earl Smith Individual Retail Executive Check 

9/30/2020 
28955 Jones Loop 

Road $250.00 

Punta Gorda, FL 

339682 

#110 Bill Bucolo Individual Retired Check 

9/29/2020 2223 Coit Road $25.00 
Clearwater, FL 33764 

#111 Catherine Hughes Individual SocialWorker Check 

9/26/2020 2821 SE 17 Ave. $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33982 

#112 Lisa Absher Individual Accountant Check 

9/26/2020 2764 Gladiola Street $100.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#113 John Carothers Individual Retired Check 

10/1/2020 
16300 Pine Ridge Rad 

W17 
$10.00 

Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#114 Gail Brown Individual Retired Check 

10/1/2020 4226 SW 1 Ave. $100.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#115 Carla Reublin Individual Retired Check 

10/1/2020 5682 Eichen Circle $100.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 

#116 David Holden Individual Retired Check 

10/6/2020 5901 Jordan Ave. $250.00 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 

#117 Richard Shine Individual Retired Check 

10/10/2020 
6640 Bright Road $50.00 
North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 

#118 Lou Bouquin Individual ITEngineer Check 

10/13/2020 
8000 Summerlin Lakes $25.00 
Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33907 



#119 Kenneth Jaros Individual Retired Check 

10/13/2020 5509 SW 6 Ave. $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#120 Eileen McHenry Individual Executive Director Check 

10/13/2020 2005 Chadds Ford $100.00 
Drive 

Reston, VA 02191 

#121 Chester Sadler Individual Taxi Driver Check 

10/15/2020 9454 Betonia Ct. $50.00 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

#122 Patty Appin Individual Realtor Check 

10/15/2020 59 Harmony Hill $100.00 
Dedham, MA 02026 

#123 Ronald Green Individual Retired Check 

10/15/2020 433 Lagoon Drive $25.00 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

#124 Sharon Davies Individual Retired Check 

10/15/2020 2623 SW 21 Place $500.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#125 Lisa Decarlo Individual Manager Check 

10/16/2020 
6041 Montego Bay $50.00 
Loop 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#126 Lewis Robinson Individual Physician Check 

10/12/2020 
17501 Village Inlet $250.00 
Court 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#127 Mark Cranford Individual Retired Check 

10/16/2020 1814 Linhart Avenue $160.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#128 Ariel Hoover Individual EducationAdministrator Check 

10/17/2020 13 Old Concord Road $50.00 
Lincoln, MA 01773 

#129 Dan Rotigel Individual Retired Check 

10/17/2020 
3605 Sudbury Lane $100.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34134 

#130 Yuderca Barbera Individual Accountant Check 

10/19/2020 3471 2 Avenue SE $10.00 
Naples, FL 34117 



#131 Howard Besman Individual Retired Check 

10/22/2020 6600 Seminary Woods 

Place 
$250.00 

Louisville, KY 40241 

#132 Kenneth Jaros Individual Retired Check 

10/24/2020 5509 SW 6 Ave. $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

#133 Todd Truax Candidate Candidate Loan 

10/26/2020 
264 78 Doverstone Rd. to Themselves 

$10,000.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

334135 

Total Contributions $59,095.00 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS 

Seq# 

Date 

Seq# 

Date 

#1 

7/12/2019 

#2 

7/13/2019 

#3 

8/3/2019 

#4 

8/4/2019 

#5 

8/5/2019 

Contributor Entity Occupation 

Amend 

Total In-Kind Contributions 

In-Kind Description 

Amount 

$0.00 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES 

Vendor Purpose Exp. Type 

Amend Amount 

Dolly 's Produce Patch Campaign Monetary 

9930 Bonita Beach Rd luncy 

SE $40.60 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

Staples Campaign Monetary 

6305 Naples Blvd supplies $52.05 
Naples, FL 34109 

Costco gas Monetary 

6275 Naples Blvd. $30.32 
Naples, FL 34109 

El Tarasco lunch with supporters Monetary 

728 Pine Island Road $50.00 
Cape Coral, FL 33991 

Calusa Waterkeepers community service Monetary 

PO Box 1165 $15.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33*902 



#6 USPS promotional items Monetary 

8/5/2019 
26150 Old 41 Road 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$112.50 

34135 

#7 Costco gas- Monetary 

8/6/2019 6275 Naples Blvd. transportation $34.00 
Naples, FL 34119 

#8 Straight NY Bagels food for Monetary 

8/6/2019 
29587 S Tamiami Trail 

Bonita Springs, FL 

supporters 
$16.24 

34135 

#9 Michael's promotional items Monetary 

8/6/2019 
8018 Mediterranean $8.04 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#10 Marathon petrol gas - transportation Monetary 

8/12/2019 8902 Alico Road $33.49 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

#11 Bennett's food for supporters Monetary 

8/12/2019 2011 Bayside Pkwy $55.65 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#12 Dollar Tree promotional Monetary 

8/12/2019 
26831 S Tamiami Trail items 

$8.52 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#13 Office Max Campaign supplies Monetary 

8/17/2019 
8004 Mediterranean $95.40 
Dr. 

Estero, FL 33928 

#14 Matanzas Inn lunch for supporters Monetary 

8/17/2019 414 Crescent St. $94.24 
Ft. Myers, FL 33931 

#15 Office Max Campaign Monetary 

8/20/2019 
8004 Mediterranean supplies $9.42 
Blvd. 
Estero, FL 33928 

#16 Glory Days Grill Chamber of Commerce Monetary 

8/20/2019 5056 Daniels Pkwy event $5.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

#17 One Tree promotional items Monetary 

8/23/2019 9380 Los Alisos Way $125.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33908 



#18 Dollar Tree promotional Monetary 

8/31/2019 26831 S Tamiami Trail items 
$41.54 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#19 Chris Hallmark Campaign Monetary 

8/31/2019 26831 S Tamiami Trail supplies $18.72 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#20 Costco Transportation Monetary 

9/24/2019 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $21.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#21 Costco Transportation Monetary 

9/21/2019 7171 Cypress Lake Dr $29.40 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#22 Costco Transportation Monetary 

9/14/2019 7171 Cypress Lake Dr $19.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#23 Murphy Express Transportation Monetary 

9/12/2019 520 Pine Island Rd $15.60 
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

#24 Dollar Tree Advertizing Monetary 

9/12/2019 535 Pine Island Rd. $5.33 
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

#25 Murphy USA Transportation Monetary 

9/11/2019 4712 Colonial Blvd. $32.50 
Ft. Myers, FL 33912 

#26 MADDTX Advertizing Monetary 

9/14/2019 391 O S. 1-35, #225 $80.00 
Austin, TX 78704 

#27 F acebook Charity Advertizing Monetary 

9/15/2019 1 Hacker Way $60.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#28 GODADDY Web Site Monetary 

14455 N. Hayden Rd., 
$860.87 9/13/2019 Ste 226 

Scottsdaye, AZ 85260-

6993 

#29 Charlie Flores Web Site design Monetary 

9/12/2019 
264 78 Doverstone St. $1,000.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 



#30 lntergraphix Web Site design Monetary 

9/13/2019 1222 SE 47 St. $1,000.00 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#31 Charlie Flores Web Site design Monetary 

9/12/2019 264 78 Doverstone St. Delete $-1,000.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#32 Charlie Flores Web Site design Monetary 

9/12/2019 13800 Lilly Pad Circle Add $1,000.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#33 Nations Assn. Campaign Expense - Monetary 

Charities charity 
10/25/2019 3903 Dr Martin Luther $50.00 

King Jr Blvd. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33916 

#34 Costco gas - transportation Monetary 

10/8/2019 
7171 Cypress Lake $35.00 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#35 Costco gas- transportation Monetary 

10/16/2019 
7171 Cypress Lake $25.50 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#36 Graphics, Inc. Advertising - campaign Monetary 

10/8/2019 12920 Metro Parkway expense $44.73 
Ft. Myers, FL 33966 

#37 Publix Campaign expenses - Monetary 

10/5/2019 
24500 S. Tamiami Trail food $36.22 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#38 Target Advertising - campaign Monetary 

10/1/2019 
8040 Mediterranean expense $46.05 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#39 Leeway Toll- Monetary 

10/16/2019 1366 Colonial Blvd. transportation $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#40 Leeway Toll - transportation Monetary 

10/24/2019 1366 Colonial Blvd. $6.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#41 Lee Way Transportation Monetary 

11/9/2019 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 



#42 Lee Way Transportation Monetary 

11/12/2019 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#43 Murphy Express Transportation - gas Monetary 

11/16/2019 520 Pine Island Rd. $21.50 
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903 

#44 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

11/4/2019 
10088 Gulf Center 

Drive 
$34.25 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#45 Perkins Advertising Monetary 

27941 Crown Lake 
11/11/2019 Blvd $15.63 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#46 Intergraph ix Web design Monetary 

12/6/2019 
1222 SE 47 St. 

$500.00 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#47 WAWA Transportation Monetary 

12/10/2019 11031 Colonial Blvd. $28.61 
Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#48 Rights of Nature CA campaign expense Monetary 

12/1/2019 200-240 Bank Street $23.50 
Ottawa, ON K2P 1 X4 

#49 Metro Diner Campaign expense Monetary 

12/17/2019 
1625 Cape Coral 

Pkwy. 
$37.00 

Cape Coral, FL 33904 

#50 7 Eleven Transportation Monetary 

12/13/2019 5431 Pine Island Rd. $34.75 
Bokeelia, FL 33922 

#51 Costco Transportation Monetary 

12/6/2019 6275 Naples Blvd $33.01 
Naples, FL 34109 

#52 Costco Transportation Monetary 

12/17/2019 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $27.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#53 Lee Way toll Monetary 

1/10/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $6.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 



#54 Lee Way toll Monetary 

1/28/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#55 Lee Way toll Monetary 

1/9/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $6.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#56 Costco gas Monetary 

1/18/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $31.75 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#57 Costco gas Monetary 

1/4/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $21.75 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#58 Sunoco gas Monetary 

1/30/2020 
14490 Cleveland 

$19.50 
North Ft. Myers, FL 

3393 

#59 Speedway gas Monetary 

1/10/2020 11999 S. Cleveland $33.33 
Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

#60 Cuban Bakery advertising Monetary 

728 SW Pine Island 
1/28/2020 Rd. $16.87 

#14 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 

#61 The Mix Italian Grill advertising Monetary 

1/15/2020 
4921 Palm Beach $13.08 
Blvd. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

#62 FGCU Bookstore education Monetary 

1/3/2020 
10501 FGCU Blvd., $169.60 
Cohen Center 

Ft. Myers, FL 33965 

#63 FGCU tuition Monetary 

1/4/2020 10501 FGCU Blvd. $2,250.28 
Ft. Myers, F 33965 

#64 FGCU tuition Monetary 

1/7/2020 10501 FGCU Blvd. $1,120.14 
Ft. Myers, FL 33965 

#65 FGCU university Monetary 

1/7/2020 10501 FGCU Blvd. fees $30.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33965 



#66 Parchment Docs transcripts Monetary 

1/7/2020 
6263 N. Scottsdale $3.50 
Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

#67 Everglades Coalition advertising Monetary 

1/9/2020 450 N. Park Road 
#301 

$49.00 

Hollywood, FL 33021 

#68 Costco transportation Monetary 

2/20/2020 
10088 Gulf Center 

Drive 
$30.05 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#69 Speedway transportation Monetary 

2/11/2020 2055 Pine Ridge Rd. $29.85 
Naples, FL 34109 

#70 Bonita Brunch Advertising Monetary 

2/11/2020 
26391 S. Tamiami Trail 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$17.50 

34134 

#71 Costco transportation Monetary 

2/5/2020 6275 Naples Blvd. $34.15 
Naples, FL 34109 

#72 Leeway transportation Monetary 

2/11/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#73 7 Eleven transportation Monetary 

2/25/2020 
34530 S. Tamiami Trail $33.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#74 Office Depot Campaign expense Monetary 

2/24/2020 10455 Tamiami Trail N. $103.35 
Naples, FL 34108 

#75 Democratic Women's Advertising Monetary 

3/11/2020 
Club $12.00 
10051 McGregor Blvd. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#76 Costco transportation Monetary 

3/12/2020 7171 Cypress Lake $26.65 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#77 Mugs N Jugs Advertising Monetary 

4/25/2020 
5512 8th St. W. $6.38 
Lehigh Acres, FL 

33972 



#78 Costco Transportation Monetary 

4/25/2020 10088 Gulf Center -gas 
$21.15 

Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#79 Office Max Office Monetary 

4/26/2020 8004 Mediterranian supplies $16.75 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#80 Office Max Advertising Monetary 

4/25/2020 8004 Mediterranian supplies 
$171.24 

Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#81 USPS Advertising Monetary 

4/23/2020 
26150 Old 41 stamps 

$44.80 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#82 USPS Advertising Monetary 

4/25/2020 26150 Old 41 stamps $26.20 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#83 USPS USPS Advertising Monetary 

4/29/2020 
26150 Old 41 stamps 

$91.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#84 USPS Advertising Monetary 

4/27/2020 26150 Old 41 stamps $28.32 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#85 lntergraphix Web design Monetary 

4/28/2020 
1222 SE 47 St. 

$1,500.00 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 

#86 White Ryan Consultant Monetary 

4/1/2020 15706 Coral Vine Lane $750.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

#87 Jotform Electronic Monetary 

111 Pine St. document 
4/13/2020 Ste. 1845 $39.00 

San Francisco, CA 

94111 

#88 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/14/2020 1 Hacker Way $25.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 



#89 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/15/2020 1 HackerWay $25.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#90 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/16/2020 1 HackerWay $25.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#91 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/17/2020 1 Hacker Way , $35.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#92 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/18/2020 1 HackerWay $50.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#93 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

4/22/2020 1 HackerWay $75.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#94 lntergraphix Advertising - shirts Monetary 

5/14/2020 
1222 SE 47 St. $489.41 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 

#95 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/13/2020 
26150 Old 41 $70.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#96 Facebook Facebook Advertising - Facebook Monetary 

5/31/2020 1 HackerWay $75.00 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#97 lntergraphix Advertising - shirt Monetary 

lntergraphix embroidery 
$489.41 5/29/2020 1222 SE 47 St. 

Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 

#98 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/29/2020 
26150 Old 41 $5.30 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#99 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/20/2020 
26150 Old 41 $8.25 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#100 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/21/2020 
26150 Old 41 $9.20 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 



#101 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/17/2020 
26150 Old 41 

$21.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#102 USPS USPS Advertising - stamps Monetary 

5/18/2020 26150 Old 41 
Bonita Springs, FL 

$5.60 

34135 

#103 Dollar General Office Supplies Monetary 

5/18/2020 
26485 Old 41 
Bonita Springs, FL 

$5.33 

34135 

#104 Costo Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/28/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $16.50 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#105 Casto Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/15/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $14.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#106 Costo Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/15/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $14.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#107 Casto Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/12/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#108 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/8/2020 
10088 Gulf Center 

$21.25 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#109 Costco Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

5/20/2020 
10088 Gulf Center 

$10.75 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#110 USPS Package Postage Monetary 

5/15/2020 
20791 Three Oaks 

$35.00 
Pkwy 

Estero, FL 33928 

#111 Supervisor of Elections Qualification Fee Monetary 

5/25/2020 2480 Thompson St. $5,675.04 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#112 lntergraphix Advertising - shirts Monetary 

6/3/2020 
1222 SE 47 St. $697.69 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 



#113 USPS Advertising - Postage Monetary 

6/5/2020 
26150 Old 41 $35.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#114 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/4/2020 26150 Old 41 $2.50 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#115 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/1/2020 26150 Old 41 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$5.30 

34135 

#116 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/3/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $23.75 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#117 Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

6/5/2020 
8004 Mediterranean $73.08 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#118 Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

6/5/2020 
8004 Mediterranean 

$24.42 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#119 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/8/2020 
26150 Old 41 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$140.00 

34135 

#120 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/8/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $24.45 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#121 Ace Hardware Face masks Monetary 

9100 Bonita Beach 
6/9/2020 Road $7.02 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#122 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/10/2020 
26150 Old 41 $79.20 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#123 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/11/2020 26150 Old 41 $35.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 



#124 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/11/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $27.49 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#125 USPS Advertising - postage Monetary 

6/12/2020 
26150 Old 41 $44.80 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#126 Cracker Barrel Advertising - lunch Monetary 

6/12/2020 4260 Boatways Road $40.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

#127 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/16/2020 
10088 Gulf Center $27.92 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#128 Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

6/16/2020 
8004 Mediterranean $78.22 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#129 USPS Advertising - Postage Monetary 

6/17/2020 
26150 Old 41 $350.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#130 USPS Postage stamps Monetary 

6/26/2020 
26150 Old 41 $5.30 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#131 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/20/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.28 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#132 USPS Postage Monetary 

6/20/2020 
26150 Old 41 $2.20 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#133 USPS Postage stamps Monetary 

6/20/2020 
26150 Old 41 $80.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#134 USPS Postage Monetary 

6/27/2020 20791 Three Oaks $4.60 
Pkwy 

Estero, FL 33928 

#135 SWF Airport Parking Monetary 

6/29/2020 
11000 Terminal Access $3.00 
Road 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 



#136 RaceTrac Transportation - gas Monetary 

6/27/2020 5150 MLK Blvd. $20.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

#137 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/7/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $27.05 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#138 USPS Postage Monetary 

7/8/2020 
26150 Old 41 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$4.60 

34135 

#139 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/1/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.35 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#140 7- Eleven Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/4/2020 
9651 Cypress Lake 

Drive 
$31.75 

Ft. Myers, FL 33919 

#141 Ace Hardware Face Masks Monetary 

9100 Bonita Beach 
7/2/2020 Road $38.33 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#142 USPS USPS Postage stamps Monetary 

7/2/2020 
26150 Old 41 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$46.00 

34135 

#143 Leeway Tolls Monetary 

6/30/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $4.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#144 Florida Democratic Database access Monetary 

Party 
$550.00 7/2/2020 2015 Monroe Street 

Ste. 300 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

#145 I Promote You Advertising - yard signs Monetary 

2002 Timberloch Place 
7/14/2020 Ste. 200 $4,015.41 

The Woodlands, TX 

77380 

#146 Hudson's Grocery Advertising Monetary 

7/13/2020 
441 Park Avenue $8.47 
Boca Grande, FL 

33921 



#147 Shell Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/15/2020 3915 MLK $31.46 
Ft. Myers, FL 33916 

#148 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/12/2020 
10088 Gulf Center $28.22 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#149 Gasparilla's Bridge Transportation Monetary 

Authority -toll 
7/13/2020 6201 Boca Grande $6.00 

Cswy 

Placida, FL 33946 

#150 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/18/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $14.40 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#151 Rural King Advertising - yard signs Monetary 

7/24/2020 
26831 S Tamiami Trail 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$43.64 

34135 

#152 Office Max Office supplies Monetary 

7/22/2020 
8004 Mediterranian $4.16 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#153 USPS Postage Monetary 

20791 Three Oaks 
7/22/2020 Pkwy $37.45 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#154 SWF Airport Parking Monetary 

7/26/2020 
11000 Terminal Access $3.00 
Road 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#155 RaceTrac Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/26/2020 15820 Winkler Road $29.02 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#156 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7/31/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $29.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#157 Charlie Flores Web Design Monetary 

8/9/2020 13800 Lilly Pad Circle $1,000.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#158 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/8/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $27.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 



#159 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/27/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $23.70 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#160 Publix Education Monetary 

8/20/2020 21301 S. Tamiami Trail $2.67 
Estero, FL 33928 

#161 Circle K Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/18/2020 
6381 Bayshore Road $31.89 
N. Fort Myers, FL 

33917 

#162 Publix Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

8/18/2020 4600 Summerlin Road $23.39 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 

#163 Starz Italian Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

8/20/2020 
Restaurant $40.00 
8750 Gladiolus Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#164 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/21/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $26.45 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#165 Norman Love Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

8/26/2020 11380 Lindbergh Blvd. $13.97 
Fort Myers, FL 33913 

#166 Florida Weekly Advertising Monetary 

8/26/2020 
2891 Center Point $1,195.00 
Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33916 

#167 Speedway Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/14/2020 
27001 Old 41 $31.60 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#168 RaceTrac Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/5/2020 2335 Cleveland Ave .. Add $33.33 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#169 Facebook Advertising Monetary 

8/8/2020 1 HackerWay Add $85.49 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

#170 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

8/31/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.60 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#171 ILee Service Center Transportation - toll Monetary 

9/3/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 



#172 Lee Service Center Transportation - toll Monetary 

9/5/2020 1366 Colonial Blvd. $2.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#173 Office Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

9/9/2020 8004 Mediterranean 
$63.59 

Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#174 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/9/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.50 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#175 Circle K Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/5/2020 
24931 S Tamiami Tr. 

$30.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34134 

#176 Ragged Ass Saloon Coalition Monetary 

9/4/2020 
3421 Stringfellow Rd. 

$24.46 
St. James City, FL 

33956 

#177 USPS USPS Postcard stamps Monetary 

9/4/2020 
26150 Old 41 

$1,575.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#178 USPS Postcard stamps Monetary 

9/8/2020 
26150 Old 41 

$1,750.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#179 USPS Postcard stamps Monetary 

9/10/2020 
26150 Old 41 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$245.00 

34135 

#180 Staples Office supplies Monetary 

9/8/2020 13585 N Tamiami Tr. $163.10 
N Ft. Myers, FL 34110 

#181 I Promote You Polo shirts Monetary 

2002 Timberloch Place 
9/8/2020 Ste. 200 $979.15 

The Woodlands, TX 

77380 

#182 WJPT, WWCH, WJBX Advertising Monetary 

9/16/2020 P. 0. Box 367193 $3,047.05 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34136 

#183 WZKO Advertising Monetary 

9/16/2020 2055 Central Ave. $537.88 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 



#184 Fort Myers Chamber of Advertising Monetary 

Comm. 
9/15/2020 P. 0. Box 3739 $100.00 

North Fort Myers, FL 

33918 

#185 lntergraphix Business Monetary 

9/21/2020 1222 SE 47 St. Cards $105.44 
Ste. 209 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 

#186 Sunshine 196 Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/15/2020 
10351 Corkscrew 

$29.60 
Road 

Estero, FL 33928 

#187 Dunkin Donuts Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

9/15/2020 
28155 S Tamiami Trail 

Bonita Springs, FL 
$12.49 

34134 

#188 Speedway Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/22/2020 15150 S Tamiami Trail $30.51 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 

#189 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/24/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $12.85 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#190 Cracker Barrel Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

9/24/2020 10090 Daniels Pkwy $30.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#191 Barnes & Noble Advertising - yard sign Monetary 

9/18/2020 23130 Fashion Drive maps $26.57 
Estero, FL 33928 

#192 Edison & Ford Estates Advertising Event Monetary 

9/18/2020 2350 McGregor Blvd. $15.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#193 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/19/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $27.25 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#194 Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

9/19/2020 
8004 Mediterranean $37.45 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#195 USPS Postage Monetary 

9/18/2020 
26150 Old 41 $175.00 
Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 



#196 Party City Advertising Monetary 

9/18/2020 
8070 Mediterranean $73.54 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#197 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/26/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $22.80 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#198 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

9/29/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $29.35 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#199 Farmers Market Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

9/26/2020 
Restaurant 

2736 Edison Ave. 
$55.39 

Fort Myers, FL 33916' 

#200 Intergraph ix Business cards Monetary 

9/28/2020 
1222 SE 47 St. 

Ste. 209 
$210.87 

Cape Coral, FL 33905 

#201 RaceTrac Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/1/2020 2335 Cleveland Ave .. $33.36 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

#202 Genesis Multi Media Advertising · Monetary 

Group 
$587.88 9/29/2020 676 Peppergas Run 

Royal Palm Beach, FL 

33411 

#203 BUPAC Advertising Monetary 

10/8/2020 13800 Lillypad Circle $415.35 
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

#204 Adventure SWFL Advertising Monetary 

24850 Old 41 Road 
10/8/2020 Ste. 24 $150.00 

Bonita Springs, FL 

34135 

#205 El Patio Restaurant Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

10/3/2020 4444 Cleveland Ave. $37.23 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#206 Publix Office supplies Monetary 

10/3/2020 4600 Summerlin Road $7.88 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 

#207 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/9/2020 
10088 Gulf Center $29.06 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 



#208 Dollar Tree Advertising supplies Monetary 

10/9/2020 
120 Homestead Rd. S. $11.33 
Lehigh Acres, FL 

33936 

#209 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/3/2020 10088 Gulf Center 
Drive 

$18.03 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#210 The Perfect Cup Volunteer Recognition - Monetary 

10/6/2020 4548 Pine Island Road food $12.78 
Matlacha, FL 33993 

#211 Costco Transportation -gas Monetary 

10/6/2020 7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $29.20 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

#212 Act Advertisement Monetary 

10/10/2020 P. 0. Box 60401 $532.50 
Fort Myers, FL 33906 

#213 Murphy Drive Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/12/2020 4712 Colonial Blvd. $28.02 
Fort Myers, FL 33912 

#214 Luminary Hotel Volunteer recognition - Monetary 

10/14/2020 2200 Edwards Drive food $30.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#215 Downtown House of Volunteer recognition - Monetary 

10/12/2020 
Pizza food $4.00 
1520 Hendry Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#216 Begonia's Restaurant Volunteer recognition - Monetary 

10/10/2020 2215 Winkler Ave. food $21.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#217 Costco Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/16/2020 
10088 Gulf Center 

$29.70 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#218 Seed & Bean Market Water for volunteers Monetary 

10/16/2020 1520 Broadway $7.99 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#219 Emory Cavin Advertising Monetary 

10/13/2020 1539 Linhart Ave. $600.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 



#220 WINK TV Advertising Monetary 

10/22/2020 
2824 Palm Beach 

Blvd. 
$3,004.75 

Fort Myers, FL 33916 

#221 WFTXTV Advertising Monetary 

10/23/2020 621 SW Pine Island 
Road 

$3,013.25 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 

#222 Harry Chapin Food Contribution Monetary 

10/23/2020 Bank 
3760 Fowler Street 

$250.00 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#223 Friendship Baptist Contribution Monetary 

10/25/2020 
Church 

2030 Palm Avenue 
$100.00 

Fort Myers, FL 33916 

#224 Chipotle Mexican Grill Volunteer Recognition Monetary 

10/26/2020 
12631 S. Cleveland $13.64 
Ave. 

Fort Myers, FL 33907 

#225 Quick Lane Advertising - caravan Monetary 

10/29/2020 22400 S. Tamiami Trail $25.55 
Estero, FL 33928 

#226 Office Depot Office supplies Monetary 

10/27/2020 
8004 Mediterranean $29.27 
Drive 

Estero, FL 33928 

#227 USPS Stamps Monetary 

10/28/2020 1350 Monroe Street $280.00 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#228 Downtown House of Volunteer recognition Monetary 

10/23/2020 Pizza $9.54 
1520 Hendry Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

#229 Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/29/2020 
10088 Gulf Center $28.00 
Drive 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 

#230 J Famous Daves Volunteer recognition Monetary 

10/19/2020 12148 S. Cleveland $54.00 
Avenue 

Fort Myers, FL 33907 

#231 Costco Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

10/19/2020 
10088 Gulf Center 

Drive 
$28.55 

Ft. Myers, FL 33913 



#232 

10/21/2020 

#233 

10/22/2020 

#234 

10/22/2020 

Seq# 

Date 

Seq# 

Date 

Cracker Barrel Volunteer recognition Monetary 

4260 Boatways Road $38.00 
Ft. Myers, FL 33905 

Costco Transportation - gas Monetary 

7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $28.40 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

Costco Advertising material Monetary 

7171 Cypress Lake Dr. $34.95 
Ft. Myers, FL 33907 

Total Expenditures $47,327.33 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - FUND TRANSFERS 

Institution Transfer Type Nature of Account 

Amend 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - DISTRIBUTIONS 

Vendor Purpose Expenditure Related Exp. 

Amend 

Amount 

Amount 

* Petty cash expenditures are realized when the funds are withdrawn for petty cash. Therefore, the 
referenced item is not included in the total. 
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	49. 21-051_Staff Recommendation_01-05-24
	Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find no probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Sections 106.1405, and 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes, and find probable cause to charge Respondent with violating the...

	47. 21-051_ROI & Exhibits_11-8-23
	21-051_ROI_revised - 11-8
	I.  Preliminary Information:
	1.  Respondent was a 2020 candidate for Lee County Commissioner, District 3; he was defeated in the general election held on November 3, 2020. Respondent was not a first-time candidate.
	2.  An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was filed with the Lee County Supervisor of Elections (SOE) on July 1, 2019.  Respondent was appointed campaign treasurer. On August 20, 2019, a second DS-DE 9 was filed with the SOE appointing Carol Hedman deputy campaign treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1.
	3.  Respondent filed a Statement of Candidate with the SOE on July 1, 2019, in which Respondent certified he had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, F.S.  To review the Statement of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 2.
	4.  In an affidavit, SOE staff attested that Respondent was provided copies of Chapter 104 and 106, F.S., and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook on August 20, 2019.  SOE staff further asserted, “In addition, publications are available on our website lee.vote even though a hardcopy was provided to Mr. Truax on 07/01/2019.”  With the affidavit, the SOE also provided their activity log memorializing discussions with Respondent and Ms. Hedman.  To review the affidavit and activity log, refer to Exhibit 3.
	5.  On July 1, 2019, SOE staff sent an email to Respondent; the subject was “CANDIDATE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.” In the email, Respondent was provided with log-in credentials for the Campaign Financial Reporting System (CFRS). SOE staff stated, “Each campaign treasurer’s report filed by means of the CFRS is considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer and such persons are subject to the provisions of Section 06.07(5), Florida Statutes.”  SOE staff further stated, “It is your responsibility to read, understand, and follow the requirements of Florida’s election laws. Therefore, please access at http://www.lee.vote, the Candidates tab, select the Candidate Online Packet for the office sought and print a copy of the following documents:  Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and The Election Laws of the State of Florida.”  To review the email, refer to Exhibit 4.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	II.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.1405 and 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes:
	6. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by using campaign funds on deposit in the campaign account for purposes other than those authorized by Section 106.1405, F.S., and making or authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon reported expenditures during the 2020 M1 and 2020 G1 reporting periods.
	7. Specifically, Complainant listed the following six reported expenditures that allegedly amounted to using campaign funds to defray normal living expenses other than expenses actually incurred for transportation, meals, and lodging in the course of the campaign: 
	 $169.60 to FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast University) Bookstore for “education” on January 3, 2020
	 $2,250.28 to FGCU for “tuition” on January 4, 2020
	 $1,120.14 to FGCU for “tuition” on January 7, 2020
	 $30.00 to FGCU for “university fees” on January 7, 2020
	 $3.50 to Parchment Docs for “transcripts” on January 7, 2020
	 $2.67 to Publix for “education” on August 20, 2020. 
	The first five expenditures were disclosed in the 2020 M1 report, and the sixth was disclosed in the 2020 G1 report.  To review the 2020 M1 and 2020 G1 reports, refer to Exhibit 5, pages 25-28 and 47-53.
	8. I subpoenaed bank records from the designated campaign depository. There were no records of the six expenditures at issue; no campaign account checks or debit items were paid to the order of these reported recipients. There were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, including: $50.00 on August 19, 2019; $200.00 on February 5, 2020; $200.00 on June 17, 2020; $300.00 on October 7, 2020; $100.00 on October 23, 2020; $10,000.00 on November 9, 2020; $264.44 on November 13, 2020; and $1,025.00 on November 24, 2020 (closing withdrawal). None of the cash withdrawals was in close proximity to any of the reported expenditures. To review bank statements, refer to Exhibit 6.  To review records of cash withdrawals, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review deposit items, withdrawal items, and campaign account checks, refer to Exhibit 7.
	9.  According to the SOE’s activity log, Ms. Hedman phoned SOE staff on February 6, 2020, which was after the expenditures to FGCU were reportedly made and the same day the 2020 M1 report was filed.  Ms. Hedman was noted to have asked if Respondent “could make a campaign expenditure for 3 classes he is taking at FGCU.  She stated these classes are to help him be a better candidate/commissioner.”  SOE staff answered by stating they could not answer that question as it was outside their purview. To review the activity log, refer to Exhibit 3, page 5.
	10.  In response to the complaint, Respondent stated “The allegations of use of funds to defray normal living expenses is laughable, in light of the fact, that 80% of my campaign was self-funded.  The expenses of tuition, books and transcripts are attributed to my courses at FGCU in local government management, budgeting, human resources, and planning.  These courses aided in my ability to prepare for the office I sought and debate local issues with proven solutions.”  Respondent asserted, “At no time were campaign funds used for personal expenses.”  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	11.  However, Respondent asserted in a telephonic interview that he used campaign funds for the graduate certificate program to make him a better candidate and a better commissioner, if elected, but he had no explanation for the reported expenditure to Publix for “education.” Since I was unable to locate campaign expenditures among the bank records, I asked Respondent if he was certain that he used campaign checks.  Respondent confirmed but noted he used much of his own money for expenditures. To review the pertinent part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, page 3.
	12.  It is unclear what funds Respondent used to pay for these six reported expenditures related to educational costs, but there was no record of them occurring through the campaign depository. The 2020 M1 report disclosed the first five expenditures, and it has not been amended. The 2020 G1 report disclosed the sixth expenditure; this report was amended, but the expenditure at issue was not revised or removed. Respondent did not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire campaign.  To review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11.
	III.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5) and 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes:
	13. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, and making or authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon reported expenditures during the following reporting period(s): 2019 M8, 2019 M9, 2019 M10, 2019 M12, and 2020 G7.
	14. Specifically, Complainant took issue with the following six expenditures to “charitable organizations” and essentially alleged that based on the nature of the expenditure recipients and the stated expenditure purposes, they were not made for the purpose of influencing the results of the election:  
	 $15.00 to Calusa Waterkeepers for “community service” on August 5, 2019 (2019 M8)
	 $80.00 to MADD TX for “advertising” on September 14, 2019 (2019 M9)
	 $50.00 to Nations Assn. Charities for “campaign expense - charity” on October 25, 2019 (2019 M10)
	 $23.50 to Rights of Nature CA for “campaign expense” on December 1, 2019 (2019 M12)
	 $250.00 to Harry Chapin Food Bank for “contribution” on October 23, 2020 (2020 G7)
	 $100.00 to Friendship Baptist Church for “contribution” on October 25, 2020 (2020 G7).  
	To review the reports on which these expenditures were disclosed, refer to Exhibit 5, pages 1-18, 22-24, and 59-62.
	15. In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Charitable contributions were made to Mothers Against Drunk Driving which is headquartered in TX, but has local branches for events. The fee for participating in their annual 5K race where I wore my campaign T-shirt was classified as an advertising expense. The other donations were made to local charitable organizations supporting events, meetings, and breakfast and luncheon gatherings with local leaders. Donations to The Food Bank and Baptist Church were made in disposition of funds at the end of the campaign…Donations to charitable organizations were not in exchange for endorsement or support.”  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	16.  In a telephonic interview, Respondent explained that the Calusa Waterkeepers expenditure related to his participation at a “community cleanup event.”  He explained that the expenditure to MADD TX was his entry fee for a 5K run in which he participated and wore a campaign shirt.  Respondent indicated Nations Association Charities supports mentoring and educational programs in Florida.  When I noted that donations to charities such as the expenditures to the Food Bank and Baptist Church are typically made during the termination reporting period, Respondent stated he was trying to get rid of money near the end of the campaign and did not realize these expenditures may have been improper at the time they were made.  He asserted the expenditures were not made in exchange for political support.  To review the pertinent part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, page 2.
	17.  I requested that Respondent provide documentation regarding the six reported expenditures to demonstrate whether any had a campaign-related purpose. The only document he provided that included any detail about the purpose of any of the expenditures at issue was a letter from Henry Chapin Food Bank thanking him for his $250.00 “gift,” which would be used to support their mission to feed the hungry. In his email attaching the Food Bank letter, Respondent referenced scanned “photos of events…and a brochure for a Calusa Water Keeper event I attended,” but none of these items were attached to his email.  I noted in two separate emails to Respondent that I did not receive these other documents, but Respondent has still not provided them.  To review my emails to Respondent and the Food Bank letter, refer to Exhibit 10.
	18.   I subpoenaed and reviewed records from the designated campaign depository. There was no record of the expenditures reportedly made to Calusa Waterkeepers, MADD TX, and Rights of Nature CA. There were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, but none in proximity to these three expenditures except $50.00 on August 19, 2019.  I located campaign account checks for the other three expenditures at issue. Check #1004 in the amount of $50.00 to Nations Association Charities was dated October 25, 2019; “Rev. Suarez Event & Collaboratory” is written on the memo line of the check. Check #1044 in the amount of $250.00 to Harry Chapin Food Bank was dated October 23, 2020; “Food For Distribution” was written on the memo line of the check.  Check #1045 in the amount of $100.00 to Friendship Baptist Church was dated October 25, 2020; “Good Works” was written on the memo line of the check. To review bank statements, refer to Exhibit 6.  To review records of cash withdrawals, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review deposit items, withdrawal items, and campaign account checks, refer to Exhibit 7. To review the three campaign checks, refer to Exhibit 7, pages 19 and 117-118.
	19.  Respondent was defeated in the general election held on November 3, 2020.  All of these reported expenditures were made prior to that date. There was no record in the campaign depository for three of the reported expenditures, and though he explained these expenditures related to events at which he promoted his campaign, Respondent did not provide documentation showing there were campaign-related reasons for them. Respondent did not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire campaign.  The check to Nations Association Charities stated in its memo line that it related to an event, which aligns with Respondent’s explanation that some of these expenditures were for events. The checks to the Food Bank and Baptist Church appear to have been donations to those entities made prior to Respondent’s defeat in the general election.
	IV.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes:
	20.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by certifying that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, based upon reported purposes of expenditures during the following reporting period(s): 2019 M8, 2019 M11, 2019 M12, 2020 M1, 2020 M2, 2020 M4, 2020 P1, 2020 P4, and 2020 G2.
	21.  Specifically, Complainant took issue with the stated purposes of the following 12 expenditures:  
	 $15.63 to Perkins for “advertising” on November 11, 2019 (2019 M11)
	22.  On May 11, 2020, SOE staff spoke with Respondent’s deputy campaign treasurer about adding more detail to expenditure purposes listed as “campaign expenses.”  To review the activity log, refer to Exhibit 3, page 4.
	23.  In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Any entries in my campaign treasurer’s report which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.”  He also stated, “The complainant suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections who guided her on the classification of expenses.”  However, as noted above, Ms. Hedman was Respondent’s appointed deputy campaign treasurer, but Respondent was his own appointed campaign treasurer. To review the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1.  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8.
	24.  In a telephonic interview, I reviewed each expenditure made to a restaurant or food service establishment, which included all but three of the expenditures at issue. Respondent explained the expenditures to restaurants were for “meet and greet” activities. Respondent stated the expenditures to USPS and Office Depot were for postage and postcards, respectively. He did not recall the expenditure to Jotform or why that expenditure was made. To review the pertinent part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, pages 2-3. 
	25.  I reviewed the bank records of the designated campaign depository. There was no record of expenditures by campaign account check or electronic debit for any of these reported expenditures except the $103.35 expenditure to Office Depot on February 24, 2020. A “Pre-Authorized Payment” to Office Depot/Max in the amount of $103.35 referencing check #1010 was dated February 25, 2020. Check #1010 in the amount of $103.35 to Office Depot was dated February 24, 2020; “petition copies” was written on the memo line of the check. Bank statements show these checks were debited on February 26, 2020, and March 2, 2020.  On April 2, 2020, an electronic/ACH credit for “office depot/max adjustment” in the amount of $103.35 relative to check #1010 was credited to the campaign account. This suggests that Respondent issued two payment instruments for this expenditure, and one was refunded. To review the bank records, refer to Exhibits 6 and 7.  To review records of the Office Depot expenditure, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 7-11, and Exhibit 7, pages 30 and 33.
	26.  There were several cash withdrawals during the campaign, some of which occurred in proximity to some of the other 11 expenditures at issue, including: $50.00 on August 19, 2019; $200.00 on February 5, 2020; and $200.00 on June 17, 2020.  Therefore, some of these expenditures might have been paid in cash. I requested that Respondent provide documentation clearly identifying the purpose for each of these expenditures, but he did not provide such documentation. Though he has filed amended reports for some of these reports, Respondent has not revised any of the expenditures at issue. To review record of cash withdrawals, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 1, 7, 15, 23-25.  To review my emails to Respondent, refer to Exhibit 10.  To review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11.
	27.  There was no record of 11 out of 12 of the expenditures at issue through the campaign account, though some of them could have been paid for in cash that was withdrawn from the campaign account.  Respondent did not report receipt of any in-kind contributions from himself or anyone else during the entire campaign. Nine of the expenditures at issue were reportedly made to restaurants or food service establishments. The reported purpose for six of these was “advertising,” one was “advertising – lunch,” one was “campaign expense,” and one was “coalition.” However, Respondent explained that the purpose for expenditures to restaurants related to “meet and greet” activities. The reported purpose of the expenditure to USPS was “promotional items,” but Respondent explained it was for postage. The reported purpose of the expenditure to Office Depot was “campaign expense,” but the memo on the check indicated it related to petition copies.  Respondent did not recall the purpose of the expenditure to Jotform, which was stated as being for “electronic document.”
	V.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes:
	28. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by making or authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. Specifically, Complainant essentially alleged that Respondent’s total reported contributions and expenditures to date showed an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 G2.  
	29. I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository covering the following reporting period(s):  2020 G1 and 2020 G2. There were no instance(s) during that timeframe in which the campaign account balance was negative. To review the applicable bank records, refer to Exhibit 6, pages 18-21.
	VI.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes:
	30. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, failing to report one or more contribution(s), and falsely reporting or deliberately failing to include information in one or campaign treasurer report(s) due to an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 G2.  
	31. I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository and compared them with campaign treasurer report(s) covering the following reporting periods:  2020 G1 and 2020 G2.  The results of my review are reflected in the table below. To review the campaign treasurer report(s), refer to Exhibit 5, pages 47-58.  To review the applicable bank records, refer to Exhibits 6, pages 18-21, and Exhibit 7, pages 66-78.  To review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 11.
	Table 1: Comparison of Campaign Treasurer Report(s) with Bank Records
	32. In response to the complaint, Respondent stated, “Any entries in my campaign treasurer’s report which were incorrect were amended upon notice from the local office.”  He also stated, “The complainant suggests I acted as my own campaign treasurer.  In fact, Carol Hedman acted as my treasurer and submitted all receipts, and reports on my behalf.  She amended reports working closely with the local supervisor of elections who guided her on the classification of expenses.”  However, as noted above, Ms. Hedman was Respondent’s appointed deputy campaign treasurer, but Respondent was his own appointed campaign treasurer. To review the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 1.  To review the response, refer to Exhibit 8.
	33.  On October 21, 2020, SOE staff spoke with Respondent, who “asked if his campaign account was ok and I told him it was no longer in the negative.  He said that happened because he had forgotten to keep track of the personal funds he was using.”  To review the activity log, refer to Exhibit 3, page 4.
	34. In a telephonic interview, I asked Respondent about $15,000.00 loan reportedly received on August 18, 2020, which he added to an amended 2020 G1 report filed on October 8, 2020.  This loan was not found in the bank records, but a $10,000.00 loan deposited on September 16, 2020, was found in the bank records.  Respondent stated he did not recall when the loan was made and had no explanation for the difference between the reported and deposited amounts, though he stated the loan was made from personal funds.  To review the applicable bank records, refer to Exhibit 6, page 20, and Exhibit 7, pages 82-83.  To review the pertinent part of the phone log, refer to Exhibit 9, page 3.
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